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ABSTRACT

Nurin Anitasari. C0305054. 2010. The Hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdale as a
Puritan Clergyman in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter. Thesis.
English Department, Faculty of Letter and Fine Arts, Sebelas Maret University,
Surakarta.

Hypocrisy is one of the social issues contained within the literary work.
Arthur Dimmesdale, the main character in The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel
Hawthorne represents the social issues of hypocrisy. The research is focused on
Arthur Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy dealing with his social status as a Puritan
clergyman and the Puritan society’s reaction to his hypocrisy. The thesis is aimed
at finding out the relation between Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy and his social status
as well as the relation between his hypocrisy and the society he belongs to.

The source of data of the research was a novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne
entitled The Scarlet Letter. The main data were taken from the source of data that
implied Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy and the Puritan society’s reaction. The main
data were analyzed based on the supporting data which were taken from books,
articles, essays, critics, and other related writings.

The thesis was a descriptive qualitative library research. The researcher
used sociological approach to find out the social implication in the novel dealing
with Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy and the Puritan society’s reaction.

From the research, it is found that Arthur Dimmesdale is a hypocrite
Puritan clergyman. He manifests his hypocrisy in his parochial life. His hypocrisy
is caused by the role of his social status as a Puritan clergyman and the Puritan
society’s expectation on his figure as a Puritan clergyman. His hypocrisy causes
guilt which then affects his life to be miserable and torturing. Before
Dimmesdale’s secret was revealed, the Puritan society showed their respect and
good manner to him. Surprisingly, after his revelation, instead of giving negative
reaction, the Puritan society still keeps respecting him and gives him sympathy
since Dimmesdale has made good deeds in running his parochial duty.

Xi



ABSTRAK

Nurin Anitasari. C0305054. 2010. Kemunafikan Arthur Dimmesdale sebagai
Pendeta Puritan dalam The Scarlet Letter karya Nathaniel Hawthorne. Skripsi.
Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra dan Seni Rupa, Universitas Sebelas Maret,
Surakarta.

Kemunafikan adalah salah satu persoalan sosial yang biasa terdapat dalam
karya sastra. Karakater Arthur Dimmesdale dalam The Scarlet Letter Kkarya
Nathaniel Hawthorne merupakan salah satu karakter yang merepresentasikan
persoalan sosial tentang kemunafikan. Penelitian ini difokuskan pada
kemunafikan Arthur Dimmesdale berdasarkan status sosialnya sebagai pendeta
Puritan dan reaksi masyarakat Puritan yang merupakan masyarakat dimana dia
tinggal.

Sumber data penelitian ini adalah novel karya Nathaniel Hawthorne yang
berjudul The Scarlet Letter. Data utama diambil dari sumber data yang
mengimplikasikan kemunafikan Arthur Dimmesale beserta reaksi dari masyarakat
Puritan. Data utama dianalisis bersama dengan data pendukung yang diambil
dari buku-buku, artikel, essai, kritik sastra, dan tulisan lain yang berkaitan.

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif kualitatif pustaka. Peneliti
menggunakan pendekatan sosiologi untuk mengetahui hubungan sosial dalam
novel yang berkaitan dengan kemunafikan Arthur Dimmesdale dan reaksi
masyarakat Puritan.

Dari penelitian tersebut, dapat disimpulkan bahwa Arthur Dimmesdale
adalah seorang pendeta Puritan yang munafik. Kemunafikanya diwujudkan dalam
kehidupan parokinya. Kemunafikannya disebabkan oleh peran dari status
sosialnya sebagai pendeta Puritan dan harapan masyarakat terhadap sosoknya
sebagai pendeta Puritan. Kemunafikannya menimbulkan rasa bersalah yang
membuat hidupnya sedih dan menyakitkan. Sebelum rahasinya terungkap,
masyarakat Puritan menghormatinya dan menunjukkan sikap baik padanya.
Herannya, ketika rahasianya terungkap, masyarakat Puritan tetap menghormatinya
dan bersimpati padanya karena Dimmesdale telah melakukan banyak kebaikan
dalam menjalankan tugas parokinya.

Xii



CHAPTER |
V) ANTRODUCTION V)

A. BACKGROUND

" ‘r".‘ ; g " 'r".‘ ; g " 'r".‘
J. Hypocrisy often bec&es a favorite topic in the A@iety’s discussion.
Hypocrisy tends to be considered negative since a hypocrite is usually someone
whose saying is not in line with his/her action. In fact, many people unconsciously

are hypocritical in their life. They do such action which is actually inappropriate

JM'ith their own standards. Forj}a'mplef,'a father who forbids hig*child to smoke for

- -

~—cigarette contains chemical sabstances which are dangerous—for body while he
himself is a smoke addicted. By doing such action, he does not realize that he
becomes a hypocrite. Hypocrisy may happen anytime, anywhere, any situation,
and be done by anyone, People‘ become ‘hypocrite for various reasons and factors.
J—Somal factor is one of the mA& influential factors in pulllng&v)meone to be such
hypocritical. A social member should obey the norms and rules of society in
which he/she lives. Besides, an individual is usually forced to fulfill the
expectation .of their society upon his position and importance in society. The
Jtrespoh’s:ibilities as a social ﬁerﬁber”'rﬁoreovef if s'orheon‘ej?léving"e high of

““honorable social status may bethe reason of being a hypocrite:™

The phenomena of hypocrisy have inspired many writers to create a

literary works. One of them is in the novel which is one genre of literary works in
J‘ \ ‘r".‘ ; > J‘ \ 'r".‘ ; > J‘ \ 'r".‘



which an author presents his/her thoughts, ideas, and experience into a writing
"Fdrm Within dialogues and Trativest‘.lf functions‘as a d?riptiom’ of human
-—'interactions and experiences-n relation with society and a—revelation of both
individual and social issues. Teeuw stated that “novel serves as the model by
which society conceives of itself, the discourse, in and through which it articulates
‘the world™ (Teeuw, 1984 22‘2 Each element of the novels prowdes different
}.functlon and increases I|tera‘ness of the novel. For |nsta40 conflicts among
_characters, character and othér_characters, or character and s:o_ciety are gainful to

show meanings and values of events or social problems. Hypocrisy is commonly

found in the novel as the conflict of characters which is actually portralt of

sy ‘ ! 'r". ’ s ‘ ! ~

j%omety Las " "

The Scarlet Letter is a novel written by Nathaniel Hawthorne which is full
of social aspects within Puritan society. This American literary work published in
1850 known for its classic portrayal of Puritan New England. “Hawthorne always

}R/v'rites dhout man in society, Te‘r than ‘éihply about'man in j@u‘re” ~(Hi.gh, 1986:
-—'19) Hawthorne’s background—'as a descendant of Puritan -ﬁéure leads him to
present the sophistication of Puritan society which subsequently results pictures of
the complexity of Puritan New England in 17th century as seen in The Scarlet

Letter The_novel hlghllghts ‘the Calvmlstlc obsessmn wﬂh morallty, sexual

}-repressmn guilt, confession, Ad spiritual salvation. ‘.

Puritan is a term for the extreme Protestant who wants to reform the
Church of England. Theologically, Puritans are Calvinist so that they wants to

change the rituals and structures related to Roman Catholicism with. simpler
k3 . 2 : >~ » o . g > X o '

y ) y ) )



Protestant forms of faith and worship (Cincotta, 1994: 16). Puritan is well known
"Fo‘r their .religiOUS rigidity. Thé BasitiEnets O Puritdhism arfthe supre‘macy of
-—'divine God, the depravity of-n;an, election, free grace, and predestination. Their

difficulties in realizing their ideas in England lead them to migrate to America

which they call as New England. In New England, they build “city on a hill”

Wh|ch means_a place where the Puntans live wrthln harsh authonty ‘of their
‘.rellgmus belief. Puritanism h.‘,become part of American tthht for it has some

bearing on American development. Its intolerance and authority have influenced

all aspect of both individual and society life.

The Scarlet Letter by Nathanlel Hawthorne sets in Boston Massachusetts

}J?th century within cwcums}‘;ce of Puntan Settlement Tl]‘,whole plot of The
Scarlet Letter presents conflicts between individual and society in which depicts
society’s role in maintaining its member. The novel shows us hidden sin and guilt

due to Puritan intolerance. The hidden sin problem of Reverend Arthur

}’!J'imme'sdale, a protagonist ] ‘the“novel is one of the"ﬂeXampres. Arthur

- -

-~Dinmesdale is a clergyman in=a puritan society in Boston whe commits adultery
with a beautiful young woman, Hester Prynne. Adultery is considered a great sin
which causes a serious punishment for them who do it. Ironically, when Hester
gets some humlllated pumshment Arthur D|mmesdale just pralsed by his

I ‘
}-congregatlon for his great sen‘xon and attitude. Dlmmesdale“ecomes a hypocrite

for disguising his sin and actlng as if he were a sinless person. In the novel, the

hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdales is seen when he asks Hester to confess her

v « inaliicnadiic « il ity ¢



adultery sin and publish the name of her partner who is actually he himself.

!J'immesdéle said to Hester A L : sl e '
J- l- l-

"thou hearest what this good man says, and seest the accountability under
which | labour. If thou feelest it to be for thy soul's peace, and that thy
earthly punishment will thereby be made more effectual to salvation, I
charge thee to speak out the name of thy fellow-sinner and fellow-sufferer!
Be not silent from any mistaken pity and tenderness for him; for, believe
me, Hester, though he were to step down from a high place; and stand
& there beside thee, on-thy pedestal of shame, yet bettef#were it'so than to
J, hide a guilty heart thrdigh life. What can thy silenceﬂor him, except it
= tempt him—yea, compel him, as it were—to add hypagrisy to sin? Heaven
hath granted thee an open ignominy, that thereby thou mayest work out an
open triumph over the evil within thee and the sorrow without. Take heed
how thou deniest to him—who, perchance, hath not the courage to grasp it
for himself—the bitter, but wholesome, cup that is now presented to thy
lips!"(Hawthorne, 1994: 46-47).

‘ ! ~ P ‘ z o ‘ ! -~ ‘

o r S
{' “Hypocrisy is the pré‘.’ice of pretending to be diﬁ‘{ént from what one
really is” (Hornby, 1995: 586). Arthur Dimmesdale is regarded a hypocrite since
he puts his sin of adultery out of sight and acts as if he were not the adulterer. He
cannot admit what he has committed with Hester for.seven years. The‘ conflict
J?shows."a dramafic cbgnf'ront?i?n' between hurhan I;l4atl.Jl‘a| fsfre that leads fo
“adultery and an authoritarian society in keeping the morality of its member. His
hypocritical process deals with violation toward puritan norms and morality, the
rule of a society he belongs to. He knows that he should declare his sin openly but
Ji't.is so.hard te_do this-in. the guritan ways: His hypoerisy stagds out.against his

~figure as a very religious f_éi?erend whose sermons are _#EII-Iiked and high-

respected by the society.



The description of Dimmesdale’s conflict with the Puritan society
J’&m'pressee .the'res'earch’er'deep?ahd ihlves curiosity to exp?e‘the Whvel. There
-—jmight be a reciprocal relationship between Dimmesdale and Puritan New England

society in case of his hypocrisy. Thus, the researcher expects to find out the social

influences on Arthur Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy and the Puritan society’s reaction

to his hypocrisy.
- A’_yp rsy.

B. RESEARCH QUESTIONS

ThIS theSIs is aimed to find out two subjects as follows
“- ‘r" =8 “ ‘r" v

J’l. What is Arthur Dlmmeséa‘le s hypocrisy dealing with s’ social status as a

puritan clergyman in The Scarlet Letter?

2. How is the Puritan society’s reaction to Arthur Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy?

C. SCOPE OF STUDY

To avoid bias of the discussion, the researcher focused on the analysis of

Arthur Dlmmesdale character and characterlzatlon related to hIS hypocrlsy The
‘ { S e M M M
}  .character analysis then is asgglated with the social condltdl,m the novel. The

sociological approach is applied to explore the social and cultural aspects of the

Puritan society in which Dimmesdale belongs to.



D. OBJECTIVES

e ’ - 4 _e e ~

v l‘ 7 - v o s
The thesis is aimed to‘nd out two following subjectsJ.

-~

To describe the hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdale dealing with his social

status as a puritan clergyman in The Scarlet Letter.

~ Toudescribe the Puritan sogiety’s reaction-to-Arthur Dimmegdale’s hypocrisy.

S - E. BENEFITS , . g
s 2 ’ - o> s 2 ’ - o> . 2

' 4 4

The research is expected to give some contributions as-follows:

To give the reader a deep understanding of The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel

Hawthorne especially the character of Arthur Dimmesdale seen from

sociological perspectivess g - T e e

To give the reader information about hypocrisy in term of individual-society

relationship.

To get an understanding about the issue of hypocrisy including its causes and

Ul ~~ e > g T e e ~~
other related aspects SLjﬁ as society’s influence an%somety"s response
Cd Cd

toward hypocrisy. —~ ~

To help the other researcher who wants to analyze The Scarlet Letter from

other perspective by providing further information.
“r':‘ aa . 28 }l' “r':‘ Baa . . 2 }l' “r':‘ '



F. METHODOLOGY 4

Type of Research

The research is a descriptive-qualitative-library research. It is a

~descriptive. qualitative -asgMoleong stated™ in Sangidugthat . penelitian

kualitatif adalah peneli_lé_a_h yang sifatnya alamiah dar]_fnenghasilkan data
deskriptif berupa kata-kata tertulis atau lisan dari orang-orang, perilaku,

atau data-data lainnya yang dapat diamati oleh peneliti.”(Sangidu, 2004: 7).

A Qualltatlve research is a natural research which produces descrrptlve data

in both oral and Wrrtten tj’ms from people, behavror or j‘lother data that can

be observed by the researcher. The researcher observed a novel entitled The
Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne to get the descriptive data to analyze.

The research employs written words to be explored and analyzed. It is also

“called asa library r'eseaT sincesit is ot held-in a fieﬁwut the*researcher

uses books, articles, and ather writing to support the analys}s.
Data and Source of Data

Source of data of the research is a novel entitled The Scarlet Letter by

Nathaniel Havvthorne pu%‘hed in 1094 by Dover Publrcjron Inc. USA.

1. Main Data

The main data or primary data includes all words, phrases, sentences,

dialogues; and the whole narration of the novel related to the subject

" 4 4



matter of the research that is the hypocrisy of a Puritan clergyman,

-

'r"'ArthurDimm‘esdaIe.J‘" P TreCe J‘l" M

2. Supporting Data

The supporting data were all sources supporting the main data. It

involves some words, phrases, and sentences taken from books, articles,

-~

- . o e ‘. ! o gl . . e ‘.‘ ~ .
essays, critics, and ojer writings which support the j]bject matter of the

research as materials.
Technique of Collecting Data

. The researcher employed several steps in collectin%th_e data. The first

v

step was reading the.‘aovel as the source of d‘a repeatedly and
comprehensively to discover the information related to the subject matter that
is the hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdale. The second step was reading the

supporting data to find out further information related to the subject matter.

‘r"v : . g ‘. c ‘r"v : . g ‘. c ‘r"v
Technique of Analysing‘iata

1. The researcher read the data comprehensively and made list of data by

classifying the data based on their relevance and significance.

- 2. Al data .were.studiedgand anlyzed -by.-comprehendgreading. and deep

understanding based (ﬁi’the related and appropriate apﬁ_foach. Then, as the
result of analysis, the data were interpreted through description based on

the subject matter, the hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdale.



3. Last, the descriptions of the analysis result were evaluated by drawing
J‘F' ““Conclusion andofferinj?e'commendation.' - J‘

-

G. THEORY AND APPROACH

@ . The study basically deals with' the- character’s “problem (in relation “with
" society where he lives. It anﬁf/zes the contribution of socieﬁ' toward individual
development and the manner and reaction of society to individual’s attitude.
Therefore, the researcher considers that sociological approach is required to help

the anaIy5|s SOC|oIog|caI approach views social factors that stimulate the birth of

J I|terary Work and soual factoj WhICh are contalned in Ilteraﬂr Work Wellek and
~ Waren divide the study of literature and society into three parts; the sociology of
the writer, the social contents of the work themselves, and the influences of
literature on society (Wellek and Waren, 1956: 96). Due to the subject matter
"mbove,,the‘ research isempha?d on'thé social contents of the"lovel by Nathaniel
__'Havvthorne, The Scarlet Lettér. It focuses on the analysjg of character by
understanding the society. Moreover, Endraswara (2008) argues that sociology of
literature essentially is a) the objective study of human and society, b) the study of
social lnstltutlons through Ilterature and the contrary and c) the study. of somal
J,process which mcludes how. _‘mety s work, potentlal and ﬁg are (Endraswara,

2008: 87-88)

The thesis explores the conflicts of Arthur Dimmesdale by understanding

Puritan. society where he belongs.to based on Wellek’s and Warren’s statement
‘ ! ~ ; >~ ‘ ! ~ ; >~ ‘ ! ~ ;

y ) y ) )



/ v R v i

that each literary work creates its own world that seemingly distinct to reality, but

Fc‘t’uaw,‘"eat:h of ther “imitaf the ‘réality of the Society (Weliek-ahd Waren,

- -

-~=1956). Thus, sociology helps-to find out some social implieation in The Scarlet
Letter such as tradition, convention, norms, genre, symbols, and myhts. In the
study of literature and sociology Professor L. Abercrombic has his Principles of

7 therary Criticism whlch uses the terms 51gn1ﬁcant and * exgerlence' ‘It means

J.that literature must contain a‘h S|gn|f|cant experience. “ThJAfe of individual is

_not a separate, self-sufficient‘;a-ntity; it is one particular threa?in the larger fabric
of the society in which he happens to live” (White, 1941: 210). Within
sociological approach, reciprocal relationship between Dimmesdale and Puritan

J}d(—:iet‘y'i‘é‘ énval-yzéd and 'é-xplo‘rji'déeply.:‘ | 2 2

H. THESIS ORGANIZATION

J‘ﬂ' he thesis is organized into f()jnchapter's' as follows: " o

" CHAPTER| Introduction
A. Background
‘B. Research Question _ s _ P
> '\ A 4 i > '\ A 4 "l > '\ A
-~ C. Scope of Study =

D. Objective

E. Benefit
‘.' ‘:':‘ s ; e ‘.' ‘(':‘ o ; e ‘.' ‘(':‘
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F. Methodology
o S R T s
J‘ G. Thesis Organization J'

.— .— .—

CHAPTER Il Literature Review

A. Literature and Sociology

1 1

)“_B.‘f‘PU‘r'ifaﬁisfﬁ . i )‘l P )‘l " g

- -

—

C. Puritan New England}-r1-17th Century
D. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
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= F. Review of the Previous-Related Researches =
CHAPTER Ill Analysis

A. The Hypocrisy of Arthur.Dimmesdale _
PPN TR Nagra T, gy cag
J-' a. The Manifestation J'Arthur Dimmesdale’s HypocAy
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b. The Cause of Arthur Dimmesdale’s Hypocrisy
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CHAPTER Il

g LITERATURE REBVIEW

A. Literature and Sociology

As the representation of life, literature cannot be separated from
éﬁiety. It does not only provide picture ofdagman experience but also issue of
'pérticular society. Warton argued in The'ory of Literature that “literature has
the ‘peculiar merit of faithfully recording the features of the times, and of
preserving the most picturesque and expressive representation of manners’
and literature was primarily a treasury of costume and customs, a source book
.ﬁthe history of civilization especially &ilivalry and its decline” (Warton

in Wellek and Waren, 1956:103). Literature may be called as the source of
social events and history or the documents of social phenomenon. It has a
social function in giving information and understanding of social issues such
as_norm, tradition, convention, myth, and morality of particular society.
'Hfowever, as the work of art, Iiteratl'Jré Is different from other social
documents for it is the combination of reality and imagination which is useful
for both adding artistic aspect and giving meaning to reality. It was elucidated
by Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann in A. Teeuw that “Everyday life
rents itself as a reality interpreted by @ and subjectively meaningful to

them as a coherent world” (Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann in A. Teeuw,

1984: 226). In other words, literature is really not a total reflection of reality
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but it is the essence and summary of the social process based on the writer’s
'mrpretation. “

Wellek and Warren (1956) presented three perspectives of sociology-
literature relationship including the sociology of the writer, the social content
of the literary works, and the literature’s influence on society (Wellek and
Warren, 1956: 96). First, the sociology of the writer or biographical

-S*pective deals with the life story of theﬂ;hor which includes social status,

social ideology, and another factors related to the author who creates literary
work. The relationship of sociology and literature exists since literary work is
written by the author, the author himself is a member of society, the author
én%ke use elements in society as the S%:e of creative process, and the
'Iiferary work produced is then consume;j by society (Nyoman Kutha Ratna,
2008: 60).

Second, the social content of the works themselves or literature text

perspective discusses about literature as the reflection of society life. “Much
,ﬁmost common approach to the relar,ﬁ of literature and society is the
study of works of literature as social documents, as assumed pictures of social
reality” (Wellek and Warren, 1956: 102). A literary work must have
implication and purpose upon society. Endraswara (2008) argued that
essentially, sociology of literature is a study about a) the objective research of
“man and society, b) the study about the social institutions through literary
work, and c) the study about the social process dealing with how people

work, how society is formed, and how they live (Suwardi Endraswara, 2008:
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87-88). Literary works may contain social ethics, social ideology, social
'ﬁes, or history of a particular society. “

Last, the influence of literature on society becomes the concern of
sociology of literature as receptive perspective sees the society acceptance of
literature. Literature arise problems of its readers as well as the actual social
problems influence literature. Receptive theory deals with reader’s ability in

-Merstanding literary works since Iiteﬁﬂre not only provides aesthetic
aspects but also another important aspects such as ethical, cultural,
philosophical, logical, historical, even scientifically aspects. It strengthens the
function of literature for both entertaining and educating its reader who is a
énémber of society. Nyoman Kutha Ratr?étated “Karya sastra mempunyai
'tljgas pentng, baik dalam usahanya un'tuk menjadi pelopor pembaharuan,
maupun memberikan pengakuan terhadap suatu gejala kemasyarakan.”
(Nyoman Kutha Ratna, 2008: 334). It is clear that literature has important
functions in society as the pioneer of innovation and the trace of social issues.
ﬂ Having the explanation about ,@divisions of the sociology of
literature, the researcher considers that the subject matter of the research
discusses much about the social content of the work. Here, the research
explores the hypocrisy of a puritan reverend as a social issue and the society’s
manner toward the issue of hypocrisy in_a novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne
“entitled The Scarlet Letter. The analysi's deals with the social and cultural
study particularly Puritan society. It shows the function of literature as a

device to portrait or to represent social life and issues. For instance, literary
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works may contain an issue of the contribution of society toward individual

'Welopment and society’s response towﬁ particular issue. In the study of
the relationship between sociology and literature, Inglis in Davidson et al
(1978) explained what is called ‘reflection theory’ which means that literature
functions to reflect society since the author, the reader, and the object of
literary work are having membership in their own society (Inglis in Davidson
-Sfﬁu 1978). Literature, especially its socﬁcontent, is a reflection of social
reality. All of the social content in the literary works is a sort of picture of
reality which is reflected by the author.

Inglis in Davidson (1978) added that anthropologist and other experts
én%ke use literature of society as a sourcﬁat directs them to the nature of
'pérticular culture (Inglis in Davidson et' ai, 1978: 275). The culture is seen
from the manners and morals of characters or society in the literary works.

Novel, for example, is a genre of literary works that is considered the most
effective instrument of the moral imagination. “It taught us, as no other genre
“ did, the extent of human variety angfﬂ value of this variety” (Scholes,
1961: 245). The analysis is about to gain the nature of Puritan society in case
of hypocrisy. Arthur Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy and the Puritan society’s
reaction to his hypocrisy are the kind of manners and morals which are part of

human variety reflected in literary work.
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B. Puritanism

'Qil'he Rise of Puritanism “

“Puritanism is a religious political movement in the late 16th and
17th centuries that sought to “purify” the Church of England of remnants
of the Roman Catholic “popery” that the Puritans claimed had been

_ retained after the religious settlement re_ached early in the reign of Queen
'”Elizabeth I” (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2009). In his reign, Henry VIII
separated the Church of England from the Roman Catholic Church in
1534. Henry VIII established the Church of England as a protest toward
the Roman Catholic Church that outlawed him to divorce his wife in order
'Sto marry another woman. The e'ﬁlishment caused Protestantism
increased rapidly especially under Edward VI. However, Catholicism
was restored when Mary Tudor came into throne. Protestants were exiled

if they choose to be non-conformist during Mary’s reign (1553-1558).
“Puritanism is a form of Protestantism in England during the 16th
-sand 17th century” (Encyclopedia-@tannica, 1970: 879). Puritan
reformation appeared in the reign of Elizabeth | within the participation of
Marian exiles, clergy, and its congregation after coming back from their
escapism of Catholic Queen Mary persecution (Eliade, 1987: 102). The
“;name of the Puritans derived from ﬂword “pure” as their intention to
< purify the Church of England. The 'neW Church tended to have similar

characteristic with Roman Catholic Church shown in its ceremonies and

ritual tradition. Therefore, they wanted to purify the Church of England
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from Roman Catholic elements which were not Biblical based and

'Sdemanded a simpler form of Christiark'%worship as described in the New
Testament. Bradford in Miller (1956) explained that the Puritan decided
to continue the reformation started in Henry VIII’s reign until the
ecclesiastical polity as stated in the New Testament to be developed
(Bradford in Miller, 1956: 1).

“ Elizabeth is a Protestant so thﬂany refugees returned from the
banishment to fight for their religious conception. Many of them were
Puritans who grasp the Calvinist ideology and demand a reformation of
the Church of England. “As put forward by the leader of the party in the

e:‘1570’s, Thomas Cartwright, these ien%uded abolition of the bishops,

= stricter enforcement of Church discip'liﬁe, elimination of most ceremonies
and rituals, and higher standards for the clergy” (The Encyclopedia
Americana, 1990: 22). Conversely, the Queen who represents the Church
of England failed the Puritan’s desire to realize a total change from

,”:Catholicism. She rejected the Pux@’ s demand and rejected their

religious and politic reform movement. This revealed the Separatist group
that picked to withdraw from the Church. Instead of giving significant
impact on The Church of England, the group just forced Puritans into

_ deeper frustration.

After Elizabeth was succeeded by James | whose son, Charles I,

became a Kking, a conflict arose between both kings and Parliament. The

two kings declined the request for reformation as Elizabeth did in her
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reign. Moreover, they asserted more privileges and powers for their office

'ﬁwhich Parliament supported by the [')wans did not accept. The conflict
led to Civil war in 1642. Feeling hard to reform in England, some groups
of Puritans immigrated to Holland and then finally end in America.

2. Puritan Basic Tenets

As mentioned above, Puritanism is a religious movement in case of

-&rotestant reformation. The Puritans thﬂelves desired to reform England
as well as John Calvin did in Geneva. Puritan religious doctrines were
mostly based on Calvinism (The Encyclopedia Americana, 1990: 21).
They were of the same mind with Calvin since his teachings were

e:‘considered fixed to the Bible and exﬁence (Foerster, 1962: 9). In the

e book of American Literature, it is s'taied that there are fives points of
Puritans basic tenets including 1) the Supremacy of Divine Will, 2) the
Depravity of Man, 3) Election, 4) Free Grace, and 5) Predestination
(Crawford et al, 1953: 13).

ﬂ “The starting point for Purita[ﬂeology was an emphasis on the
majesty, righteous, and sovereignty of God” (Eliade, 1987: 103). God has
absolute authority and arbitrary will to create and maintain the universe.
Due to His will, everything in this world must be directed using His

_morality and if God wills His world, His world must be governed by His

3 morality and worldly occurrences mustbe the consequences of His moral

law (Crawford et al, 1953: 13). Puritans also hold the concept of the

depravity of man. “Scripture, their social surroundings, and an intense
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personal introspection all persuaded the Puritan that human being were
'eijepraved sinners incapable of earninwrit in the eyes of God” (Eliade,
1987: 103). Everyone was guilty of sin as the result of Adam’s fall for his
mistake in the Garden of Eden (The Encyclopedia Americana, 1990: 21).
By the reason, humans are sinful and weak deserving damnation. Thus,
many Puritan preachers gave a picture to his congregation that they are
-ﬂ\opelessly stupid, wickedly sinful, anﬁetrievably damned (Crawford et
al, 1953: 13).
However, Puritans believed the concept of election means that
Christ’s sacrifice has resulted covenant with God to save the elected
gerson from damnation. They held & God “elected” or predestined
= certain persons—a limited number, n<')t éll mankind by any means—to be
saved and did this solely out of His mercy (The Encyclopedia Americana,
1990: 21). Puritans taught that good works meant nothing in earning
salvation since good works do not please God and sinners cannot save
,ﬂhemselves. People cannot simply reaﬂihe salvation by holding natural
means provided by God such as scripture, sacrament, and sermons of
Godly preacher. Yet, the elected person can liaise with the Spirit’s
transforming work on their souls.
Subsequently, those who are God’s elected could get God’s grace
“yas afree gift. Grace is not a reward for anything people had done but it is a
gift for them elected by God. God gives satisfactory grace for the elected

person’s salvation (Foerster, 1962: 9). In spite of this, Puritan hold the idea
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of predestination in which God eternally has determined who is saved and

'dvho is damned. God is a Supreme M therefore He could predestine
human end into heaven or hell according to His plan. In the beginning of
Puritanism, every Protestant absolutely believed in the conviction of
Scripture, the existence of heaven and hell, or the sins (The Encyclopedia
Americana, 1990: 21). “But although Adam’s sin had led to this fallen

-&tate and thus precluded humankind #& using the Adamic covenant of
works to earn its way to heaven, a benevolent and loving God predestined
some of his fallen creatures for the gift of salvation included in the
covenant of grace” (Eliade, 1987: 103).

e -

C. Puritan New England in 17th Century

In its most common usage Puritanism refers to a movement within

English Protestantism in both the British Isles and colonial America. After the

death of Cromwell, the Puritans could not avoid Charles II’s attacks. Since

-mtanism in England encountered manﬂroblems, Puritans were divided
into two groups of Non-Separatist and Separatist. The first group is those who

kept their effort in reforming the Church of England and maintaining their

existence in England. Meanwhile, the second group called The Separatist is

“group that could not run the modglz‘of Calvinistic Christianity they
'bélieved. They got their name for they se'pa;rated themselves from the Church

of England and tried to have their own Church which was free from the
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Roman Catholicism. The Separatist moved out of England to find a place to
'Wre they could make their dreams comﬂe.

The Puritans who left England firstly found Holland, before
arriving at New England, as the suitable place to run their belief. As Bradford
stated in Miller (1982), the Puritans, who were badly treated and felt that
there was no hope to continue their life in England, decided to go to the Low

vﬁmtries, where they believed they coulﬁt their freedom and be far away
from persecution, and found Amsterdam and its surrounding area as a suitable
place to live (Bradford in Miller, 1982: 7). After living there for about eleven
or twelve years, the Puritans began thinking for removal due to several

g%sons. William Bradford composed fowasons for the Puritans to leave

Holland as follow:

“And first, they saw and found by experience the hardness of the

place and country to be such as few in comparison would come to

them, and fewer that would bide it out and continue with them...

Secondly, they say that though the people generally bore all this

difficulties very cheerfully and with a resolute courage, being in the

' best and strength of their years, yet old age began to steal on many

“ of them; and their great and co al labors, with other crosses and

sorrows, hastened it before the time... Thirdly, as necessity was a

taskmaster over them, so they were forced to be such, not only to

their servants but in a sort to their dearest children, the which as it

did not a little wound the tender hearts of many a loving father and

mother, so it produced likewise sundry sad and sorrowful effects...

Lastly, (and which was not least) a great hope and inward zeal they

had of laying some good foundation, or at least to make way the

, thereunto, for the propagating and advancing the Gospel of the

“ Kingdom of Christ in those regﬁ parts of the world; yea, though

they should be but even as Stepping-stones unto others for the
performing of so great a work™ (Bradford in Miller, 1982: 10-12).

The description above informs the background of The Puritan

removal which then led them to come to America in 16th century. In 1628-
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1630 the Puritan was arriving at the North of Plymouth, an area around
'wton. They came over under the a'wces of the Massachusetts Bay
Company, a corporation with rights to the area of land lying between the
Charles and the Merrimack rivers. They built colonization and called the
place New England.

The first Puritans arriving at America (1620) were the Separatists
m wanted to separate themselves fromftﬂ established Church of England
rather than change its improper contents (Crawford, 1953: 12). They became
The Pilgrims who started the colonization in New England. “Ten years later
came the founders of Massachusetts Bay Colony, a large band of conservative
witans, led by landed gentry, Wealthwerchants, university graduates”
'(Foerster, 1962: 3). These Puritans 'célled themselves “Nonseparating
Congregationalist,” by which they meant that they had not denied the Church
of England as a false Church. However, in practical life, they behaved like
The Separatists. The migration lasted all over two decades and then spread
“ the so called Connecticut, New HarrMe, Rhode Island and Maine, and
the limit borderline of New England.

The Puritans came to New England because of some religious,
political, and economic purposes. Their basic aims were avoiding conflicts
with the King and finding a religious freedom to spread their belief. In 1630,
“the first governor of Massachusetts éay Colony, John Winthrop, who
believed that the colonists were the pioneer in establishing the kingdom, told

that their mission was to build “a city upon a hill” (The Encyclopedia
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Americana, 1990: 23). It means that they wanted to become such a reverential
'wgregation for others. “
The Puritans also wanted their political purpose to be reached and
they sought a theocracy as the government form. They required a Holy
Commonwealth governed by god or God’s representatives. They wanted the
Church and the state to be united and the clergy directed the magistrates
-?Qerster, 1962: 3). To ensure their pur@ to be realized, the founders of
Massachusetts restricted the right to vote for officers of the colony to Church
members. Besides, the Puritans proclaimed their economic purposes to look
for material advantages. Trevelyan in Foerster deliberated the Puritans’
én%tives, “The desire for free land and econpmic opportunity was part of the
'iﬁducement, but would not by itself r'1a\}e filled the wilderness of New
England with Folk. For when in 1640 the persecution ceased, the immigration
thither ceased also.” (Trevelyan in Foerster, 1962: 2).
Finally, Puritan migration to America gave significant impact on
,ﬁdevelopment of America including tﬂmerican thought and literature.
The New Englanders character, however, was influenced much by the Puritan
inheritance and the shaping of American spirit came from the great migration
westward (The Encyclopedia Britannica, 1970: 681). Since the Puritan settler
were intellect and educated men, the Puritans contributed to education by
'eétablishing educational institutions such as university even compulsory.
They believe that knowledge could save men from Satan. Then, the Puritans

gave a lot of contributions to creating the architect of religious freedom. They
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emphasized that all God’s words should be freely preached that resulted in
'mspirit of toleration in facing religi(')&diversity. “Many scholars have
noted the contribution of Puritanism to the development of democracy” (The
Encyclopedia Britannica, 1970: 681). The Puritans also introduced the
necessity of checks and balances of power.

However, Puritanism also revealed its negative side for at its worst
m dogmatic, narrow-minded, supersti@, and malicious, traced in the
Salem witch trials, which in 1692 saw hundreds brought to trial (Crawford et
al, 1953: 14). They were humorless and could be hideous in giving
punishment. Nathaniel Hawthorne in his short stories entitled The Snow
g\ge described that the Puritans were sei%ter to both the intellect and the

héart which then showed the form of hypoerisy and exaggeration.

D. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Scarlet Letter is a novel written by American writer Nathaniel
-m/thorne and was published in 1850. Pmd as Hawthorne’s best work, the
novel also considered as one of the masterpieces of American fiction
(Crawford et al, 1953: 102). A strong atmosphere of the Puritan New England
became the characteristic of Hawthorne’s best work (High, 2004: 50).
Whorne put the atmosphere of Puritagian as well as his background as
'pﬁritan descendant. He wrote the novel ;n ;[he gloomy short period when his

mother died in 1849 and finished it in 1850. The introduction of The Scarlet

a0
é.'.



24

Letter is an autobiography which tells the circumstance in The Custom House
'Wre Hawthorne has ever worked. “
“The Scarlet Letter which is set in'Boston around 1650 during early
Puritan colonialization emphasizes the Calvinistic obsession toward morality,
sexual repression, shame and declaration of guilt, and spiritual salvation”
(VanSpanckeren, 1994: 37). Categorically not a love story, the novel deals
m sense of right and wrong and the e@s of hidden sin (Crawford et al,
1953: 120). The novel tells about Hester Prynne, a beautiful woman who is
punished to wear a scarlet letter A for committing adultery, Arthur
Dimmesdale, the respected minister who is actually Hester’s unguessed
gner in sin, and the man known as Roier:‘Chillingworth, Hester’s husband,
'Who is mysterious and sets up a persc')nél and ominous relationship with
Dimmesdale as his doctor (Crawford et al, 1953: 102).
“The Scarlet Letter tells the story of two lovers kept apart by the ironies
of fate, their own mingled strengths and weaknesses, and the Puritan community's
'ﬁpretation of moral law, until at last deat!ﬁtes them under a single headstone”
(Encyclopedia Britannica, 2009). Hester Prynne, the main character of the
novel, is a beautiful young woman who is sent to Boston, Massachusetts by
her husband. Her husband whom Hester does not love is going to follow her
after completing his affairs in Europe. In her time of waiting, Hester meets a
'merend names Arthur Dimmesdale andf?trapped into a secret love affair.
Hester Prynne, who has borne an illegitimate baby, gets humiliate

punishments to stand for three hours before the pillory and to wear the scarlet
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letter “A” on her bossom that announces her an adulteress (The Encyclopedia
'@ericana, 1990). Hester never revealw name of her child’s name as
Arthur Dimmesdale, her partner in adultery, keeps hiding his sin.
Dimmesdale has no power to show the truth publicly since he is an honorable
reverend and high-praised by his congregation. Meanwhile, Dimmesdale is
suffering from the great pain of unrevealed sin, a pain fiendishly increased by
-ﬁllingworth, who has early assumed-ﬁ hidden sin (The Encyclopedia
Americana, 1990). Chillingworth has sworn to revenge his wife’s lover by
himself. The novel reaches its end part when Dimmesdale asks Hester and
Pearl to stand with him on the scaffold after the election sermon. There, he
é%es the truth that they have kept in secgﬁor seven years publicly. Finally,

suffering from his guilt, Dimmesdale dies in‘Hester’s arm.

E. Hypocrisy

“Hypocrisy is the practice of pretending to be different from what

m really is” (Hornby, 1995: 586). The-ﬂzd hypocrisy is derived from the
Greek ‘hypokrisis’ meaning act of playing a part on the stage. Its literal

meaning implies that a hypocrite is someone who acts like an actor that is full

of pretense. A hypocrite is someone who creates an image that is not suitable

“ih his/her real standard. “
< Yet, Sipos (2009) formulated' tﬁe parameters of hypocrisy that a

hypocrite is someone who 1) advocates a standard, 2) publicly applies that

standard to himself, 3) fails to meet that standard, and 4) hides or denies his

e -

a0
é.'.



26

failure. Someone is judged as a hypocrite if he or she covers up those four
'mors mentioned. Missing of one eleme'w even more, someone cannot be
called as a hypocrite. For instance, a fat woman, who proclaims to get on diet
but fails to get slimmer since she finds difficulties in avoiding the appetite for
food, is not hypocrite. She is not a hypocrite because the factor number four
is missing. A mother who sleeps later than the bedtime she applies to her
-ﬁdren is not a hypocrite either. The Mer is not categorized hypocrite
since the second factor is missing. She never sets her children’s bedtime to
herself and she openly lets anyone know that her children’s bedtime is not
applied to her.
ﬂ Michaeli (2007) stated that hypgcr‘isy is the result of social decision
'rﬁaking problem. A complex network' 6f centers in the brain controls
someone’s social decision making. “The middle area of the prefrontal cortex
(MPFC) and the area just below it (the orbitofrontal cortex, or OFC)
constitutes the “executive center”, making final judgments that balance inputs
ﬂ‘n the anterior and posterior cingulatef@tex (ACC and PCC) which are
the reward areas, and from the amygdala and the insula (AMY and INS),
which process the more primitive urges, such as fright, aggression, hatred,
rage, etc” (http://www.thedoctorweighsin.com/journal/2007/11/1/the-
psycholgy-and-neoroscience-of-hypocrisy.html accessed on August, 7th 2009
“at9.15 a.m.). The complex network showsrthe emotional process giving role

to be the input of decision making process. The explanation above then leads

us to the theory of ‘cognitive dissonance’ which means the problem or

e -

a0
é.',



27

distress felt by someone whose behavior is not proper to his/her belief. This
'Wavior that is not aligned to belief stim%s the prefrontal cortex to make a
kind of judgments by upsetting people’s mind and disturbing him/her with
annoying dream until he/she get his/her behavior and belief stay in line.
Michaeli elucidated that if someone says one thing than do another, he/she is
suffering cognitive dissonance as the result of his/her weakness
-ﬁp://www.thedoctorweighsin.com/jourrﬁﬂOO?/ll/l/the-psycholgy-and-
neoroscience-of-hypocrisy.html accessed on August, 7th 2009 at 9.15 a.m.).
On the contrary, if someone does one thing and than say another, is not the
result of his/her weakness but it is conscious hypocrisy.

ﬂ From the discussion above, hypacrisy might be the result of the
'cbmplexity of human soul. Every hum;anibeing has various desires which
tempt him/her into different directions. Moreover, it has become the nature of
every human being to be willingly and curiously pursue those desires and
ignoring the probability of being unfulfilled. The unfaithfulness to their own

“s and beliefs and the choice to do,ﬁt is appropriate in a particular

situation will just lead them to be hypocritical.

F. Review of the Previous Related Research

I Nathaniel Hawthorne has successfully written The Scarlet Letter as
a'great novel. The novel contains many valuable aspects of literariness that
attract its audiences to explore it. Many researchers have done the analysis of

The Scarlet Letter from different perspectives. So, it is important to review
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this analysis to enrich knowledge about other related research in order to
'Wen this analysis and use it as botWerence and comparison to this
research. It is also important to avoid an overlap of research.

Sardjana (1988) was trying to analysis Hawthorne’s view in The
Scarlet Letter. His goal is to identify that Nathaniel Hawthorne in writing his
work entitled The Scarlet Letter is showing an ambivalence idea between
-gﬂitanism and Transcendentalism. Thmearch is aimed to reveal and
communicate the idea and the attitude of the writer to life. He used historical-
biographical approach and intrinsic approach. This research resulted that
Hawthorne in his The Scarlet Letter has an ambivalence idea between
I;%itanism and  Transcendentalism d\/hiCh is emphasized on
'T}anscendentalism. e

Arif (1998) analyzes the main character of The Scarlet Letter,
Hester Prynne, which starts from the researcher’s assumption of a paradox of
Hawthorne’s thoughtS in offering ‘realistic and empirical” matters without
,ﬂﬂng a logic solution. The researchﬂpplies structural, sociology of
literature, and feminism approaches to identify how Hester is. From the
analysis, it is concluded that Hester has been trapped in a paradox of
attitudes. In one way she acts as a Puritan but in other way she shows herself
as a misled feminist.
3 Faisal (1990) tries to ascertainy Arthur Dimmesdale, one of the
characters in the novel, as the representation of Nathaniel Hawthorne, the

author of the novel. His research is aimed to know how Hawthorne presents

e -

a0
é.'.



29

Dimmesdale as a Puritan priest, to understand how Puritan ethics and
'mality influence Dimmesdale’s im}aconﬂict, and to know how
Dimmesdale represents Hawthorne’s chaotic manner. In analyzing the novel,
he applies structuralism and formalism, sociology of literature, and genetic
structuralism. The analysis elucidates that the characterization of Arthur
Dimmesdale is a manifestation of Hawthorne’s chaotic manner of his
-S:*v(ground as both Puritan and TranscenMalist.
Srijanto (2001) discusses the structures of literature, character and
characterization, plot, setting, and theme, which makes The Scarlet Letter
becomes the masterpiece of Nathaniel Hawthorne as its author. The aim of
gﬁresearch is to find out how far the cheaacterization supports the plot and
'hbw the plot shows a cause and effect rel'at{onship of the events happen in the
novel. The researcher employs objective structural approach to explore the
intrinsic elements of the novel and formalistic approach to help understanding
the novel. The research shows that the structure of literature within ‘tragic
,m:gn’ pattern can result a good and int@ing literary work to be enjoyed
from the beginning until the end of it.
Lestari (2002) focuses on the main character of the novel, Hester
Prynne. She tries to find out two subjects that are the causes of Hester’s self-
;%Jstment to the social expectancies and the reflection of Hester Prynne’s
'sélf-adjustment to the social expectancie's in‘The Scarlet Letter. To reach the
goal of the research, she applies social psychological approach supported by

Hubert Banner’s theory of self-adjustment. The analysis shows that Hester

e -
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e effort to adjust herself to the social expectamgies.
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bove informs that there is not

the hypocrisy Nathaniel Ha

Dimmesdale and society’s acceptance toward his hypocrisy seen from

xplores the new subject matter
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"A. The Hypocrisy of Arthaf Dimmesdale

. The Manlfestatlon of Arthur Dimmesdale’s Hypocrlsy

\ /
Arthur Dlmmesdale is one of the characters in The Scarlet Letter who

plays an important role in representing theé,sdfoial issue in the novel. He is a
S § W)
=\
clergyman tha!t encounters a conflict of sm’and conféssmn that leads him into

\ll’ >\ \Lf .

hypocrlsy Henry James stated that “The Scarlet Lctter contains (among other

things) such a definitive portrait of a fallen minister that any novel with' a

\ / > \ / >
similar characteris_likely to suggest a comparison”-(Henry James in Martin,

1965: 1Q9). Arthur Dimmesdale is a young clej;gyman In the Puritan settlement

in Bost‘oﬁ‘ Massachusetts He has studied ihebiogy in Oxford University,

tu ‘-' \ i{ ¥

England1to” prepare his duty as a cIergyman"He moves to New England to
spread his knowledge and teach religion. “should he live and labour for the
ordinary terlm of ﬁfe to do' as great|deeds, for thel now feeble New England

Church/ as the early Fathers had achieved for the 1nfancy of the Chrlstlan faith”
Sy e
(Hawtheme/ &994 82). He is an educated \persdnx and a lovely respected
J \)

reverer;de. ‘He;;,dedlcates himself to serve his congré@jg’gmn‘through his preaching.

“a young clergyman, who had come from one of the great English
universities, bringing all the learning of the age into our wild forest
land. His’ eloquence and religious fervour had already given the
earnest ofhlgh eminence in.his professmﬁ He was a person of very
striking aspect, with a White, lofty, and impending brow; Targe, brown,
4y ¥imelancholy eyes, and a mouth ;;'Vyvhich, unless when he forcibly
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compressed it, was apt to be tremulous; expressmg both nervous
sensibility and-asvast pewer of self restraint’™ (Hawthorney 1994:.46):

N ) “The narration above shows that D%fﬁesdale IS talented man who has

,"\\\\"\‘ ./, /’: \\4\ ~/’.|

a h|gh mtelleétuallty and religiosity. Like other pu’rxtan settlers, Dimmesdale

4r A - ';(. ‘) l “ |
belongs to “men of intellect and conviction” (Hawthorne: 1994, 13). His
knowledge is not only the thing to be spread and taught in New England but
\ / > \ / >

also the form offspifituel building te.avoid the neéat—ive rhing_s. The Puritans

belleye“ that “learning served piety, yleldm,g“truth which could protect man

) § \\\ ) J|
agaﬂ‘lsf Satan,l 5 Web” (Hawthorne, 1994: 14)’ *‘f .
Hf‘ ; | - 4 ‘\.\i-.f;z' J 4

“Clergy theologians naturally play & hlgh “profile role” (Clarke and

Linzey, 1996:'/162). As a clergyman, Dimmesdale is responsible for sharing his

\ / > \ / >
knowledge /and-“maintaining the manner of his /congregation' because the

minister‘ iS an Important person who! is respouqible in guiding the member of

socwty Thus rDlmmesdaIe uses his eloqueﬂceto‘oeﬁYer sermon and preaching

for the- sake rof hlmself and his congregation. HiS g00d ‘character is well liked
by society even many people say that reverend Arthur Dimmesdale delivers
words from",heave‘ﬁ S0 that his preaching is like the\ speec/h of an angel. “They

(SOCIety) fancied him the mouth -piece of Heaven S messages of Wlsdom and
| A e

rebuke\ andf love” (Hawthorne, 1994: 98) Iﬁ the JPurltan period, “the spark

)

might eomexm various ways: ... but most comméf}ly through the enkindling
words of a minister of the Gospel” (Foerster, 1962: 8) His attitude shows that

Dimmesdale accomplishes his parochial duties »earnestly. Heis a good

clergyman who can give such enlightment to his congregatlon. =i

\) \
W ¥ \ *’\
A Sy
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He lgets/a good appreC|at|on from people surroundmg him.. He is one
of the people who Is V|ewed by them as “God~fear|ng gentlemen but merciful
over;;mehx’ (}%awthome 1994: 36). His rel;itrbnshlﬁ)twrth the magistrates and
other mlnlst\ers |n the colony is close enough‘eveh‘he belongs to people who
have prestigious position in the colony. John Wilsopythe eldest clergyman of
Boston mentlons D|mmesdale as his yeung brother and /calls himyas a godly

youth. L|keW|se Governor Bellingham respectful conS|ders him as a youthful

\ly V) \l, vy
clergymatt Jf BTN,
% rr > " \} ,r

However reverend Dimmesdale is represehted as a hypocrite dealing

with his conflict of adultery sin. The novel describes that Dimmesdale meets a

young beautiful married ~woman. Their meeting then,/leads them into  a

| Sa 2 4 l

passionate affair resulted' in"van illegal sexual “intercourse. ™ Hester and

D|mr‘nesdale are not husband and wife so tha\t Wha} they do is categorized as
-5 7Y r > (
adultery ln the Puritan period, adultery is a great sm whose doer must get

"'" (- | "‘ ) |

serious punishment. “Puritans did, however, scorn what they viewed as the
-t -

libertine excesses of many of their peers, condem\ning not the drink but the
| SoF l '

drunkard, not-the TaXpression of sexual love between hu§band‘ and wife but

extramahtal sex” (Eliade, 1987: 104). Howevé’r Dimmesdale keeps hiding his

= 4, j /"’\\\‘\ ‘/-l

sin from soclety and still acts like a good reverend Whlle Hester, his partner in

llf‘ lbf* }

> ,,"’I‘.l‘ e
adultery gets some humiliated punishment.
ot _1
His hypocrisy starts when Hester is punished to stand for three hours
\ / - \ / -

at midday /on~the- soaffold, a place of shame. *“In iheocracy, a Holy

Complonwealth governed by God or; God’s rspresentatlves “The clergy were

— ! e j - \\-\. a, j
> ‘, \ ) x’ = XY J, {
X lt{* lsf*
7 ,‘! % | 7,' ,'l )
- -
\ / \ /
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the representative's/’:_(Foerster, 1962: 8)."Arthur Dimmesdale, the clergyman of

NeW England IS automatically included into God’s representatit/es of Puritan
1 t

theocracy~ He' stands there on the scaffold- Wlth othe‘r {nlnlsters and magistrates
as bothGod‘s representatlve and Hester’s clergyman In front of the multitude,
he persuades [Hester to reveal the name of her partner4n sin who is actually he

himself. | / - 'v‘ /
) ’ o’

“thou hearest what this good man says, and seest the-accountability
\} «f«under which | labour. If thou feelest itito be for thy soul's peace, and
=\ that/ thy earthly punishment will:thereby be made more effectual to
* 7 salvation, | charge thee to speak odt the name of thy fellow-sinner and
felibw sufferer! Be not silent from any \mtstaken pity and tenderness
7*for him; for, believe me, Hester, thotigh he'were to step down from a
high glace and stand there beside thee, on thy pedestal of shame, yet
better were it so than to hide a guilty heart through life. What can thy
silence do for him, except it tempt him-—yea; compel him, as it
were—t0 add hypocrisy to sin? Heaven hath-granted thee an opéen
ignominy, that thereby‘thou mayest work out an open triumph@ver the
yevil within thee and the sorrow wnthqqt Take heed how thou deniest
to h|m—Who perchance, hath not the | gourage to grasp it for
htmst;lf—the bitter, but wholesome, ;:up tha”g is now presented to thy
lipS "“(Hawthorne, 1994: 46-47). :

- '.'\u;‘",x, }
-’ ,4

Hypocrlsy as explained in the preV|ous chapter is “the practice of

pretending to be /different from what one really, 1s” (I/{ornby, 1995: 586).
| /‘ " ,/'

Dimmesdale is a hypoerite since.he pretends to be a sinless persen,who.knows

noth‘mg about the fact of Hester’s adultery“Dlrhmesdale is Hester’s partner in

adurtery and |§ obV|oust aware that he is a smful pétson but he stands beside

t' \“1'
rt"“ -

Hester as a rellglous man. In spite of standlng on the scaffold as an adulterer,

he appears ‘as a godly clergyman. “The minister well-knew — subtle, but
\ / > \ / >

remorseful ﬁypoérite that he was!” (Hawthorne, 1994: 99).-He asks Hester,to

reveal the truth but he does not dare enoughito'publish it by himself.

a1\
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Dirhmescfale becomes a hypacrite by maihtainjh/g his cowardice. He
runs‘ away from the truth that he is a sinner. g—|e ‘manifests his hypocrlsy through
seve:;af\tvayé Qor seven years. He lets |njusgée happére to Hester and dirts New
England,,the C|ty upon a hill; with hypocrisy.;* Tﬁb Puntan life was a life of
vigorous invalvement in the world without excessive-ar abusive use of natural
order” (Eliaﬁie, 1987: 104). Yet, Dimmesdale’s hyphcrtsy-’becomes’ the abusive

form of his social ideht'ify as a Puritan reverend. He destroyé the purity of a
\} "1 \| V\

clergymaq b_y belng a coward who has na brave;yjtp show the way he is for
TAY s

eal. _ A5 M7
,:l,; A w | _,I A "( -

Arthur Dimmesdale has an honorable status as “Father”, a clergyman

where people do confession of their sins. His status only strengthens that he|is

| Sa 2 4 l

a hypocrite because he €an ask*his congregation to éohf‘eés all“the sins they

have e\ver rt)ade but he himself hides sorﬁethmg that should be published.
SN r S g
Dlmmesdﬁh; asks Hester not to keep the name of per partner because it will be

7 / A (, { 7 / 1 |

another kind of sin or same as “to add hypocrisy to sin” (Hawthorne, 1994: 47).

-1

“In the terrible am/bivalence of his pasition Dimme\sdale wants Hester to name
| So.7 |SoZ 4
him even as he does not_want to.be named” (Martin; '1965‘:4115). As a.Puritan

clergymén Dimmesdale consciously knowsvvxfe‘ll that adultery is a serious sin

,.»\\\.‘\‘ J | ,»,;\\o, J|
and” gtves nbr confession of it is like choosmg drway to be a hypocrite.
\’fi ) \

‘‘‘‘‘

Dlmmesdale persuades Hester not to be hypocrltlcal by keeping her partner’s
-~ o

good name./However, he shows his hypocritical act'in front of the multitude by
\ / - \ / =

pretending tobe §iniess and holy thathas no correlation with the adultery sin,

W | W \) '.1'/1
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Arthur Drmmesdale plays an ironical act |n the noveI He' becomes a

twos ‘faoe man who covers up his adultery S|n under his social status as a Puritan
3 Y !

clergyman érpce doing adultery and bec<)>mﬂtg‘\a n)(pocrrte person, he is no

more asrnéere person that a clergyman should; be 1,-Ie contrnues his hypocrisy

through his sermons by delivering ambiguous words+to_his congregation. He

seems like fo reveal his secret and blame himself for the -sin he has ever made

but the context of revelation is interpreted drfferently by his congregatron He

\t ‘J\ \r V\
Y J!
abuses\hrs position as a clergyman| to glvea ‘misunderstanding idea to his
( A\ rf T3 )l\f '
congregaﬁrmn u* -
o7 A o

“Sermons and intellectual writings were central in the intellectual life

which the clergy controlled” (Foerster, 1962: 12). In the Puritan New England,
| o4 |24

sermons are effeotfvely developed and very powerfu]. Sermons‘are not/just an

utterér\ce or f" group of influential wards buf rt rs mpre than spiritual device to
TN 23 "t
dehver C(o;t S doctrines. “For the Puritan, the- Bl,ble was finally the only

A.rl" ‘)r |

authority for God’s intention, and the sermons was after all constructed as a
-t -

study of passage t;rom Scripture” (Crawford, 1953:\ 2). D}Je to the importance
| S.7 | SO 7

of sermon, a-’ctergﬁman;_rnust be earnest in preaching. He ‘may‘_not make any

mrstake‘rn spreading the word of God becaué/é it is allied to people’s belief.
,' a, j /"’\Q\‘\ ‘/,'I

Reverend Artnur Dimmesdale is a cIergyman Wrthré good preaching ability.

trf* ‘*‘l
'l~ ,ll

His eloquence becomes his power of attraction as a clergyman Unfortunately,
ot _1
he abuses his'eloguence to conceal his badness and to cheat his hearer.
\ / > \ / >
As'a saintly Puritan clergyman, it seems »imﬁossible for Reverend

Dmt;nesdale to do shameful or immoral thinnghus no one is aware that his

-] S ./ — | “\ -\. Y j
> > 73 ¥ r > TAY \ "
- “{t Hft '
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Sermon conﬁains/a’ real truth of Dimfudidale’s guil"t. “He had tord his heardrs
that ‘he was altogether V|Ie a V|Ier companlo‘n of the vilest, the Worst of sinners,
an'apyornrnatio\n a thing of unimaginable mrghi‘tﬁan’dr that the only wonder was
that they, dfd, not see his wretched bady shrlveltee( t,tp before their eyes by the
burning wrath? of the Almighty!” | (Hawthorne, 1994: 99). In one side,
Dimmesdale blames himself in front of-his congregation‘within words that is

true in literal meaning.' However, in another side, he is exactly‘av(/are that his

W Vi 3 vy
=
congregatron receives his words in another Way\qu congregation thinks that
N 7 BN, 7

Reverend IDIntmesdaIe is showing his deepest dertlt)n as a Puritan. It seems
that he is ensuring that based on Puritan’s belief everyone is sinner.-The

religious Puritan puts no _doubt on their minister and- undeniably. applies all

| Sa 2 4 r

Puritan tenets in the dailylife. For his congregation, Dimmesdalé’s uttetance is

not a confes§|0n of self-condemning. In splte of th|§ It is received as someone
IR = r
who puts- §uch sinfulness on his haly spirit. Du;rtmesdale is hypocritical in

,rl"( "‘ 4

delivering the sermon for consciously cheatlng his congregation. “He had

-

spoken the, very/ truth, and transformed it |nto the/ veriest falsehood”
| S/ | S. 7

(Hawthorne, 1994:99). 4

Yy ‘Dlmmesdale s hypocrisy 1s anotheh sfn he actually commits which'is

,' . j /"':\\\‘\ ‘/,"

represented rhrhrs ironical act. “His intellectud gl,fts, fns moral perceptions; his
t lf‘ N { }

‘‘‘‘‘

power of experlencmg and communicating ernotlon were kept in a state of
-~ -~
preternatural ‘activity by the prick and anguish of his daily life” (Hawthorne,
\ / - \ / -

1994: 97). He has a»powerful eloguence in giving such a spiritual guidance to

his f;ongregatron “His sermon, for example ate models of efficacy: the more

S, SN
> 73 \}.y £ >~ TAY \r
| ‘“{:‘ A “f t
7 /A W | > 4 ,'f )
A -
\ / \ /
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he reviles hlmself as a sinner (in general terms, from the/securlty of'the pulpit),
the more his congregatlon elevates him to ‘the new heights of splrltually and
thml!s comfa?ratlvely of its own uan:rthtneséi (Martm 1965: 123).
Dlmmesdale teIIs the very true side of hlmself Whlle his congregation, the
religious Puritans, take it as a kind of moral lesson. The Puritans see their holy
elergyman Who srﬁends his) life for preaching and‘ glvmg splrltual assistance

judges hlmself as a sinful’ person. It arises an |dea that they, ‘who are only

3 VY \| "\
J
ordlnary people, must be more sinful than thqr Jjelergyman. Dimmesdale’s
NS 7 7, xt

expreésmnotf his deep guilt results in false mterpnetﬁtlt)n on his congregation.
On the Sabbath Day, after the night of his vigil, Dimmesdale

“preached aidisclosure which was held to be the richest.and most powerful, and

| s’ | /

the most repleteAV\;ith heavenlyrinfluences, that had évér—oro‘ceeded from his

‘‘‘‘‘

) ) \ r .' x
enllghtehg” y hIS utterance and are very thankfui to reverend Dimmesdale for

,: . " A h‘

it. Once agaln Dimmesdale cheats the society with a good self-performance. In

his vigil, Dlmmesdale makes a fake confession and asks Hester and Pearl to
rd l ’

come with hi’m on the.seaffold.in the midnight when no one see what he“is

doiritg “Then, he lies to Chillingworth of What'he has seen and done on the

- \\‘.‘\: j ~ :\\\ —\ v/

scaﬁold TheEe are very contrastive with / hiS wh%ge as reverend whose

t.u’); \_‘f‘/
Il 7 .,Jt

preaching |s very well appreciated. On the Sabbath day Dimmesdale
compounds his hypocrisy within his touched sermon. He builds a good image
\ / - \ / -

of reverend- and fhtows away his identity as a true sinner—1t is so hypocritical

when Bimmesdale becomes two-face by;ﬁ;vl’ettitng everybody amazed by his

> r .
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performancé. Aga’fn he pfetends to be innocent When Iﬁe sextoh returns his
black glove which is found in the scaffold, thepubhc shame. He does not want
peopie‘kn@w/ relm go to that public shame.- : > ‘, Al jxg

Dlﬂ;l;mesdale s ironical act is also seep m me Electlon sermon. There,
he who has ever committed adultery stands upright with other magistrates of
New England to grve the Election sermon. While Dlmmésdale is praised and

admired by the souety, Hester is still underestlmated for the shameful symbel,

W Vi VTR
=d
the: scaﬂe;c letter “A”, on her bosom. Dmmlesgla],e s_Election sermon even
(= AN 7

|mpressesuﬁeopfe for it is indeed |nsp|r|ng theni 'In their point of view,
Dimmesdale is totally successful in eIu0|dat|ng the relationship between God

and humankind.to the Puritan in New England. \ /
| - | e 4
“AcédrdAin_g totheir united testimony, never had man- spokem in so
Vjwise, so high, and so holy a spirity as/he that spake this day; nor had
$ lnsglratmn ever breathed through r’nortal I}ps more evidently than! it
= did through his” (Hawthorne, 1994,170)‘

Hls'sermon indicates the guilty feelmg ofrthe reverend as if he will
pass away soon. This gives the effect to his hearersthat Arthur Dimmesdale

has done much gc/)gd things so that it brings him 'to hoﬁgrable position of a

min‘i,ster and even makes him looks like an angel.
dy 1 Sy
<& “He /stood, at this moment, on ; the svety,, proudest eminence of
&< \supér'ionty to which the Qgifts or/ mtellé?:t rich lore, prevailing
ek‘)quence and a reputation of whlfes;t sanctlty, could exalt ' a
“clergyman in New England's earliest days when the professional
character was of itself a lofty pedestal” (Hawthorne, 1994: 170)

On| the contrary, Hester remains with thei scarlet letterA” on her
) £ ’

bosom. Shefgets a contrastive image and a reélly different status with

Qx. "\ N\ ‘/\
Dlmmesdale} It is not fair when two adulterers\get different treatment since ohe
>H o £ *\
\ \lt:'.:’ y ‘\/‘ /
> A ‘4: :?1",4 ~ '
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A Bd. O . \ / ‘
of them is not recognlzed as sinner. Reverend Arthur Drmmesdale chooses to

conceal his sin from other and maintain agood image as a mlnrster He
\r, \ \ry

remgves thels srusprcron of being sinful througﬁ hts pﬁa{ochral life. He takes the
sympathy of the society by performing hls‘mel%mchollc and pure looking.
Furthermore, he betrays his own belief for committing+another sin as liar which

then comes into hypocrlsy \l 4

It is told in the novel that Dimmesdale’s health IS gettlng worse. For

\ V\ \ V\
=
that reason Dimmesdale is suggested to llve Wlth Rager Chillingworth, a man
) J A\ l r \ ' r

known as thef physician in the colony, to grve rtnrn such medical treatment.
Dimmesdale eannot tell Chillingworth that his sickness is actually because of

his hidden guilt. When Chillingworth investigates him with many questions
| / | /

that indicate him t.o»have a secret, Dimmesdale aIWaysAd‘enie‘s even turns the

tOpIC Of, tr‘lely "conversatlon “Mr. Dlmmesdal:e.‘)whos]c sensibility of nerve often

proguced the reffect of spiritual intuition, Woulq peéome vaguely aware that

Arl" "‘ "o |

something 1n1mlcal to his peace had thrust itself into relation with him”

1 ot

(Hawthorne: 1994;: 89). He limits the chance for Roger Chillingworth to
. &=

| ’ J &
investigate him but still offers a.good-acceptance to him.

) “‘Arthur Dimmesdale does hot even’ ‘trust anybody as his friend.

,' 4, j - "\\\ Y ‘/-I
However he keeps a good relationship with/ Ghrllvh@worth and offers him a
\ t_“l “ ts{* J

good acceptance in order to shift the evil 51de of h1m from Chillingworth’s
ot _1
awareness. Dimmesdale makes a kind of self defense toward Chillingworth
\ / - \ / -
that is seenfrom-their conversation.when they are ‘discussing about hideous

secrgt vDrmmesdaIe rejects Chillingworth’s, opinion about hideous secret by

— ! e j - \\-\. a, j
> ‘, \ ) x’ = XY J, {
X n{* tsf‘
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giving such rPurltanlcaI argument. His argument is ractually his way to defend

and hIS approval of his own behavior. In that conversation Chllllngworth

\\

4 |

argues that frt:\ is better to confess all secrets befdre someone passes away.
Dlmmesdale then answers: e )

"There can be, if | forbode aright, no power, short of the Divine
mercy, to disclose, whether by uttered wards, or by type or emblem,
the!secrets that may be burieddn the human heart. The heart, making
itself guilty-of such secrets; must perforce hold-them, until the day
when all hiddenthings shall ‘be revealed. Nor have—1 so read or
Yiinterpreted Holy Writ, as to understand that the disclosure of human
=\ thoughts and deeds, then to be:made,.is flntended as a part of the
>3 Jretribution. That, surely, were & shallow\ view of it. No; these
reveiatlons unless | greatly err, are. me'cint merely to promote the
“ntellectual satisfaction of all mtelhgent beings, who will stand
waiting, on that day, to see the dark problem of this life made plain. /A
knowledge of men's hearts will be needful to the completest solution

of that problem. And, | conceive moreowver, that the hearts holding
such-miserable secrets as you speak of, will yield.them up, at that last
day, not with-rfeluctance, but with a joy unutterable®**(Hawthorne,

W ¥ 1994: 90).

\) |
\"r A

HIS apswer indicates the approvak ,to the‘m vyho keep their secret and
do not reveal it durlng their lifetime, Revelatron is not an obligation but it is
done for the sake of intellectual satisfaction of humanbeing to see the problem
and then fixit. “The minister puts off the prying physrman by claiming that no

power,on earth sort of D1V1ne mercyJjcan dlsclose “Whether by uttered words,

Ny A \r \

9999

or.-b)/" type. e,.f.re’mblem, the secrets that ma}"jb,eubur.ted with a human heart
(Mellow, 7980: 306). SV
“Although Dimmesdale acknowledges the.relief that comes with

confession, he still maintains that the revelations ot sinful mankind are meant

to be published on doomsday, when everyone will “see the dark problem of
th1s hfe ma,de plam”” (Mellow, 1980: 306) Drmmesdale s statement also
Ty A\
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indicates his impl‘fgi_t defénse upon thesin he did.| He jl’j‘s_tjfies himself to be

righ; in,/[(eeping his secret sin. Dimmésdale ._add/s. his statement:

N "Bt POt to suggest more obvious: rea30ns ft'may be that they are kept
silentby the very constitution of theif nature Or—can we not suppose
> -lt'ththy as they may be, retainingy nE\rertheIess a zeal for God's
glory and man's welfare, they shrink from displaying themselves black
and fithy in the view of men; because, thenceforward, no good can be
achieved by them; no evil of the past be redeemed by better service.
So,| to their own unutterable storment, thpy go about among their
fellow: creatures, looking pure as new-fallen-snow; while their hearts
are all speckled-and spotted with iniquity of which they cannot rid

Vi themselves " (Hawthorne, 1994: 91) i

/i %

Dlrnmesdale states that somehow peOpIe k;etep their secret since they

v aor A \l oy
\ e

feel that'it séems useless to reveal it. There i nothing that can purify the past

evil. Thus, in their silence, they look good while there is badness remaining in

\ ‘/ - \ /. s
their hearts. /Here, Dimmesdale admits that he maintains-his secret out of sight

because.there IS no benefit can be achieved.:.er,m the revelation. So, it is better

for hlm to li\ry his secret and carry on the: godd liymg In other words, he

$<

prefers; to be a hypocrlte by letting others see’hlm ‘as a good person without
knowing his past evil. o
The forest scene is'one of the important parts showing Dimmesdale’s

hypocrisy. The scene illustrates’ Dimmesdale’s characteristics both asja
\} 7 \ Wi
S | 1 S | 1

reve}rer‘jdaand. as 2 sinner. After seven year—s,)of;si_lenéex,, Dimmesdale and Hester

arrange;t'have a secret meeting in the forest. Theysmeet to discuss about their
seven years disaster and plan to leave New England«to find a new life. The

scene shows how Dimmesdale tries to run away from reality and his cowardice
) - /

that lead him to do another sir It traces the hypocrisy of Arthur-Dimmesdale

\x vy \\, vy

asa Purltan reverend in which he cheats hlmself and his beliefs. “Dimmesdale,
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the public p}iest/ﬁ seduced (perhaps again); tempted by*\?vinds of‘passion ina
ﬁnal‘ p )’Chlc grab at 1dent1ty” (Martin, 1965 123) He, once agam Iets himself
fngLv h.ls‘ Iléﬁ},ll‘al passion of affection. “Hg efhe*pac'ee his sin once again, now
w111fully,4 v’\fﬂ’h all the ardor of a convert to a new; %érth’}’ (Martin, 1965:'123).

In the«forest, Dimmesdale makes a conversation with Hester about the
sin they maFje seven years ago and all they pass after |y The dialogues show

Dimmesdale’s hypocrlsy'; even he admits that, he is a real hypocrlte. He tells

A W i
!
Hester\thast be is suffering from “the contrast bel;gvef:p what | seem and what |
! ok r , | \’
A N, 3\

am” (Ha\mhofne 1994: 131). His statement trahies his| hypocrlsy He admits
that he builds a good image of a clergyman to cover,up his adultery sin. He

cheats people through his paradox behavior between asinner and a-clergyman.
| 2 4 ) S

Meanwhile, DiMmesdale manifests  his ﬁypec‘ri_sy‘-in a Kind of

reSIsfane t9ward the sin he has done.. He chejats himself and becomes
): \(( .r ).’ A .‘
mconsmtqn; upon his own words. In his sermo\r;, D.lmmesdale calls_himself

>y it >y et

“was altogether 'vile, a viler companion of the vilest, the worst of sinners” in
-1 -1

front of his eongre/gation (Hawthorne, 1994: 99). Op the c/ontrary, Dimmesdale
1S 2 4 ISo 2 4
tells Hester “we are notsy Hester, the"worst sinner ‘iﬂ"the‘W'orld” (Hawthorne,

1994/ 134) He cheats himself by giving sUcH understanding to his false and

,‘J:‘\\‘\j ”J\\‘\q/

Judges Ch|lhhbworth to be worse than him. It \|§ evén ‘explicitly stated in the

’f& 4 >N \V:\— /

-7 / A % ‘,’ A W |

novel that reverend Arthur Dimmesdale is someone who “false to God and

man” (Hawthorne, 1994: 134). He adds hypocrisy to sin by successfully doing
\ / - \ / -

another false actﬁ)n—that is cheating both himself and peoblesurrounding him.
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2. The cause of hypocrrsy | 5.~

A respected Purltan clergyman like, Arthur Dlmmesdale is always seen

3\ ¥ \‘
asa ,r;ure and §|nless person. He knows exar;tly ever{r getalls of the doctrines of
his belref Moreover he also teaches and spreadé hls rellglous knowledge in
order to keep-people stay on the right track and help them to increase their
spiritual quality. He has a strong foundation to be a clefrgyman in a Puritan

society. Those aII mentioned keep ;him away from the possrbllrty that the

| Vi is Vi
J
reverend dis-having an evil side. However; rn The Scarlet Letter, it is told that
N7 N7

Arthur Dlmmesdale shows two opposite rdentltleswkte rs a sinner reverend who
turns to be a hypocrite. He lives his hypocrisy for seven years of their life-as a

reverend of the Puritan settlement in Boston. Regarding his social position,

|SoZ 4 |

there must be reésohs that force*him to be a hypocrite. The mahifestations of

EC >
“1nteract|on|st theorists  emphasize th@I our social behavior 'is

,I’J (‘ ‘; 4 “

conditioned by the roles and statuses which we accept the groups to which we

belong, and the |nst|tut|ons within which we functlon” (Lamm and Schaefer,
t l ’

1998: 137). Arthur Dimmesdale.is a'Puritan reverend who commits adultery.

Havind 'such a social status, he deals ‘With! Puritan’s norms, rules, and
RS | BN )
=\ m ARy Y

authorrtles Mroreover he has an honorable posrtrorrxas a reverend that has a
\u’ > ttf /

bigger respon5|b|I|ty than other common Purltans Dlmmesdale is @ member of
-t A
society so he cannot live individually without régarding society’s manner.
\ / > \ / >

Society of New England where he belongs to must: gi\Zeianuence to his life

that;;_r,elat_ed to his way of life. Besides, he isia 'elergyman who is part of Church
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institution V\"rhicm/s 5 an important institution in Purrtan socrety He plays some
|mp0rtant roles that grven by Church to a elergyman for the sake of society’s
| Ny A
betterrnent érébsequently, Arthur Drmmesd)ate s*befu%Vlor is closely related to
social aspec;ts dealrng his social status as purrtén reverend Church as the
institution he belongs to, and Puritan settlement wherg-he lives.
Arthur D'rrnmesdale is a Puritan. It has beeh eIuci/dated in'the previous

chapter that Purrtan is a sophisticated group. of Chrrstranrty Puritan ‘is well

N\ Y 3 Vi
known\fqr their harsh and strict authorrty,especrglly in the spiritual life. “The
WY, 7 AL xf

Purrtan Wasta» spiritual athlete, characterized by ran |ntense zeal for reform, a
zeal to order everything—personal life, family life, worship, church, business

affairs, political views, even recreation—in the light of God’s demand upon

| s’ | /

him” (The Encyclopedra ‘Britannica, 1970: 679) Belng aPurrtan Dimmesdale

is obhgated }o believe the Puritan tenets and apply |§ in his daily life. He has to

‘‘‘‘‘

> . > - 2N r
be able to/ cl(») all God’s demand from a human. “‘ThePumtanS are stern, somber,

" A (- " A ) |

and repressive; their children belong to the most intolerant brood that ever live”

-1

(Hawthorne: 1994; 67). Thus, Dimmesdale may not do m/istake because it will
rd y ‘l ’ y

|
get intolerable-treat fromgsociety.

YY) "iSociologists explain that every soctdl status is tightened with roles. “A
/,,\\‘.‘\‘ j ,':}\\n, -/.4

social’ rele rsra set of expectations for people Wh6 occupy a given social
\u’ ’ X,_p,f 3

N X ',*"
' x 4 .,J r

position or status (Lamm and Schaefer, 1998: 129 131) In other word, there
-1 ot
is a role that'must be done by someone with a particular social status. As the
\ / > \ / >

consequence' ofbeing a Puritan, Dimmesdale must dbey nOfms}and authority.as

welljg_p%he basic aim of Puritans to be a re\rrer'ential group in the world. He has

> r .
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to be able to per{orm himself as a good Puritan Who hves Puritan codes in
everx smgle part of h|s Ilfe as well as he |s\‘fiernanded to fqu|II he expectatlon
ofsgctétyswheire he belongs to. Skl Y

> er\ewrse Dimmesdale is a reverend f)r‘a c,lergyman someone with a
prestigious position in a society, who plays an important role related to
Church’s fuhcnoné In the Puritan theocracy, Church and étate are being united

so that, Church has supremacy in-governing and guldlng the ‘society. Thus,

W ¥ ) Vi
Church :sends its clergymen as the representatl\ge to fulfill its duties. Arthur
P = 2O .r

Dlmmesd'ah{ the representative of the Church muSt 'fulflll his duties through
parochial things. In Protestantism, partlcularly in Puritan Period, clergy plays

an important role An society. “Their| social prestige_is generally-judged high
| / | /

(typically alohrgsAidc middle' and*lower professionals) ‘but‘the titles ‘ptiest’ or

mmfs&er hﬁve much higher prestige than v{/ uld bje predicted from the usual
>SN (7
predlctors pf inecome and educational Ievel and phey show more variation lin

Arl" (, "‘ "o |

rating than almost any other occupation (CIarke and Linzey, 1996: 161).

Putting a hrgh soclal prestige to Dimmesdale as \thelr rnlnlster,r the Puritan
| o7 | S~

society wishes that the-minister.can be a good modelto guide-them in running

Gocf’rs ’ﬁémand e,
] =\ j — 13\\ ) '/
Besfures having high social prestlge \a clérgyman or a minister 'is
Hf* .,
responS|bIe for fulfilling his religious functlons “In our own time the map. of
ot _1
life is drawn for us by scientist, journalists, novelists, by the producers of
\ / - \ / -

motion pictures énd{elevision, but in Puritan New Englénd-it Was virtually the

clergy ‘dlone who performed this function” (Eoerster 1962: 12). In other words,

- ‘,."\ ./ . :“\'\l o, j
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a clergyman:funotlons to teach and guide people in pursulng the goal of life. In

drawnmg ‘the map of hfe ,a clergyman must; be able to explam and make sure

\‘Y \Sy

the goﬂgrsga(tlxons the tenets of Puritan which: 6ng|n/aljy written in the Bible as
God’s ,sayfng The clergyman commonly usgs; éér;mon to run this function.
Sermon is a device for a clergyman to construct the-mind and be used as the
parameter of intell/ectual life. It is a serious thing siﬁce “Tlﬁe word out of which

the minister speaks is the word of God, revealed in the Bible” (Foerster 1962:

TR W W
8).: PeopLe w;ll absolutely believe every smgle \qogd in the sermon as a truth.
{ ~A\ ‘ r ,‘ ¥ )'- r

Therefore\ ,fm 'teach the congregations about tharsturtable way of life which
based on God’s/will, the minister ideally understands and applies that “map of

life”. \ "Z : \ "Z

| o | o

Acmdentally, ‘Dimmesdale makes a big mlstake for: ‘committing

adulﬂery sm yvlth Hester. It is a shameful thtr‘lg\for Dlmmesdale as a clergyman
A A ,-l
>SIC N > i,

in Purltajg\ {Settlement What he does is out; p}f people S expectation and

7 / A (, { 7 / A (l |

moreover it is.an intolerable thing. Adultery in the Puritan period is a great sin
-1

-1

and risks a gerious/punishment. Here, within his pre\stigiogs status Dimmesdale
| So. 7 | So. 7

cannot “surrender an. gddentity, which brings him the adulation of his

pari%hiﬁhers, the respect and prise of his peé\rs‘VBeing name would bring shame

,’_,\\'\-:\;./‘ /’.’:\\\‘\ j,_‘
and ¢ dlsgrace» f)ut also the relief standing clear/i 11.0n¢’ § own identity; moreover,
\’fi ) \

‘‘‘‘‘

7 A A ,.(,
in this’ commumty, this ‘righteous’  colony, ‘there is an undeniably correct

course of actio/n for Dimmesdale to take sin and iniqui/try, he knows, ought to be
/ > / >
dragged out\'in Athé'broaid} light of noonday” (Martin, \l965:" L15). |
Y ¥\ The minister, on the other hand, hatl neéver gone through an experience
By calgulated to lead him beyond the sqope qf generally received laws;
Nasy ! :
45 “f« r ’ L‘vf:t
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although |n a smgle instance, he had so fearquy transgressed one of
the most sacredsof them. Bt this had been a sin of passiongnot of
‘ pr|n0|ple nor even purpose. Slnce that wretched epoch, he had
i‘-" Watched with morbid zeal and mlhuteness not his acts—for those it
was' easy to arrange—but each- breath~0f4emotlon and his every
thoyght At the head of the social system as ihe clergymen of that day
~'stoed, he was only the more trammelled by its regulations, its
principles, and even its prejudices. As a priest, the framework of his
order-thevitably hemmed him in. As a man who had once sinned, but
who' Kept his conscience all alive and ‘painfully sensitive by the
fretting of an unhealed wound, he mlght‘have ‘been supposed safer
within the-fine of virtue thanif he had neversinned at aII (Hawthorne,
1994: 137).  —

V) W

Hejl§ a man with a prestigious status and/thus never seems to do a
> \ ) \ 1 ".x !

wrong actmh ‘The society put a sincere trust and\aihlgh expectation on him to

N\

be a clergyman who can lead them to the betterment. Now, Dimmesadale

breaks the law. and destroy the social expectation to be a pure-figure. His

| - | /

cowardice brihgé his infér conflict to win the socialei(pectation on him. He
W ¥

decrdes to keep his sin in secret and perform an |mape expected by the society.

“D1mmesdale \knows the manner in which hIS vague \pulplt confession will be
taken; he knows that they will embellish the i |mage of hIS spirituality in his very
awareness of thelr‘/power makes them all the more felse, C}Jnsmous, too, that he
IS punishingi hi‘meeff all the, mare and'that his Word‘s- Wifl introduce people, by

Whateveir deV10us route, to the road of splritual awareness and truth” (Martin,
1965 124) Sl‘nce the social factors are felt S0 poweffhl he decides to sacrifice

t = g
." l ‘4‘.

himself and I|ves in hypocrisy.

3. The effect of hypocrisy on Dimmesdale
\ / > \ /

The adultery sin that leads him to add other:sins resulted in hypocrisy

brings him into a miserable life. The manifestation of his hypocrisy gives him

a1\

4\



a / ; . o / e
both advantages-and suffers. It brings several impacts on him in terms of

social physical psychelogical and spiritual life. Unfortuttately, Arthur
t t

Drmmesdale/ feels no joy but gloomy for bemg a hypfocnte

> Se‘if condemnatlon self abnegatlon, and self loathing are the
~ simultants of Dimmesdale’s/psychic life; they constitute, as well, the
price-he must pay if he would not abdicate the self reverenced by the
public.-And the self—formed out of a communal wish to admire a
/ - young, pious, and learned| minister—he| €annot bring himself to

|
=\ renounce: ~Consequently, as he well knows;Bimmesdale _suffers

worlds of penance; but; since he is not willing to sacrifice the public

4/ ¥iimage of himself, it is penance withoutipenitence” (Martin, 1965:125)
.—’ ] \\; j \l\ -/

Poslttvely, Dimmesdale’s hypocrls’y 15 effec'tlve in keeping his fame.

tu*/ \Htl

He can’ keep ‘people’s negative thinking away” 50 that hé can run his parochial

life well. Unlike What Hester endures, Dimmesdale is free from the punishment

/ > \ / > \ / >
ed of adultery. He-does not get to stand on the scaffold en the pillory neither to

wear thq scarlet letter “A” for his lifetime. Fugthermore, he can still belong to
Wh

the mmlsters Qf New England colony. 5/ SAS) j'; ‘,g -

/A \;

Regardless of the things above, Dlmmesdale s condition Is getting
worse time after time. It is explained in the novel*that Arthur Dimmesdale
really suffehs fron/t the seven years hypocritical a(':t. It,i'é stated in the novel

“Dlmmesdale broken and enshared by hypocrlsy” (Martin, 1994 123). The

\‘,t

hypocnsyxhd keeps afterall just makes him: feel ng/ty and sad. Then, it affects

)

his physvtéalg'pondltlon that his health is gettl_[_tg -degreaeed. As seen in every
Sabbath, “his.cheek was paler and thinner, and his voice more tremulous than
/ ; before” (Hawthorne, 1994:)83). In every moment,ti it 1s often the society see

=i Arthur Dimmesdale puts-his hand over his hearts as if he is suffering from a

Qx. "\ N\ ‘/\
great naln lry it. Chillingworth, his physician, tells Fa sickness, a sore place, if
F T - > '\' *\
\ tlt: ’ A ‘\/b }
s A "4.. :‘,,"‘ f
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we may s0 caH'/in it, [in your spirit, hath irﬁmedié(tely itsAappropriate
man;lfestatlon in your bodlly frame” (Hawthorne 1994: 94) Hls hypocrisy
destr;)ys hlsfphysmal condition as Chlllmgv:/Q‘rthxgﬂexsses that there is trouble
inside hjs hearts that influence his physical condmon

The hypocrisy also affects his psychological' condition in which he
lives in an 'unhappy life. His effort| to. maintain his-good deeds)in front of

society does hot bring him into peace. It precisely haunts him with gutlty and

W Vi Tha!
=d
mconvemen]z feelings that darken his life. It is. prqyeﬂ in the forest conversation
WA 7, ol £ *\
between Ahgm.,and Hester. Ry,
"u"'l “4.» _: A ‘(‘,

"Hester," said he, "hast thou found peace?"
She smiled drearily, looking down upon her besom.
"Hast thou?" she asked. \ /
"None—naothing but despair!" he answered. "What else could | look
for, being what“F'am%and leading such a life as mine? Were | an
vjatheist—a man devoid of conscienge~#a wretch with coarse and brutal
\ lnst}ncts—l might have found peéce Ion}} ere now. Nay, | never
= shoukd have lost it. But, as mattess stan‘d Wch my soul, whatever of
good ‘Capacity there originally was in m@, all of God's gifts that were
7 the'choicest have become the ministers| of' Splrltual torment. Hester, |
am most miserable!"
"The“people reverence thee,” said Hester. "And surely thou workest
good among them! Doth this bring thee no comfort’7"
"More mlsery, Hesterl—QOnly the more m;seryl" answered the
clergyman with abitter.smile: (Hawthorne, 1994: 131). &

')

; ) *—The conversation above clearly é&bféines that his hypocrisy badly
S W /\
=y %Y l { -y YAl
affects hls Ilfe He lives in despair since he Vlolates @od s rules and abuses his
4% / \ n 1 l

.,ﬂ, ..,
r4 % 7 A

posmon as a clergyman He says “were I an atheist....I mlght found peace long
-~ A
ere now” (Hawthorne, 1994: 131). It means that he feels so guilty because he!is
\ / - \ / -

formally and: consciously a believer. of Puritanism’ who-has an_obligation,to

obey God’s demand. He is aware of his sinfulness and has no power to purify

N\



it. He also .feerlsfr'h__i_serablé for he canriot be a goad 7clier/gyman for real. The
good appreciation of hisico‘ngregations does not make him comkfortable but it
just. drOWnth‘lm into a deep misery. He- I§’ “kaeﬂexd with the praises of all
other men” (‘Hawthorne 1994:131). ‘

His guilty feeling definitely depresses him and bothers his mind and
soul. He is not onry sufferrng from physical problem but also mental disorder.

He is psychologlcally ilFand it'makes him doing self condemnlng by ‘hurting

3 Vi N\ Y

himsglf as the form of his repentance, He Iet htmsgh? feel hurt to redeem the sin
>N \ l\

he has dohe.t A N7 4

His inward trouble drove him to practices more in accordance with the
old, corrupted faith of Rome|than with the better light of the church in
which he had been born and bred. In Mr. Dimmesdale's secret closet,
under lock and key, there was a bloody/ scourge. Oftentimes, this
Protestant and“Puritan~divine had plied it on his -own shoulders,
v, Jaughing bitterly at himself the whiley,and smiting so much the mare
pltllessly because of that bitter Iaug‘n It was his custom, too, as it has
béen that of many other pious Purrtan@ fd fast—not however, like
them in order to purify the body, and: render it the fitter medium of

7 celéstial illumination—but rigorously; ‘ana until his knees trembled
beneath him, as an act of penance.

ot ot

Tho narr/ation above shows Dimmesde}le’s guilt and his self-
] / yr /
condemning. -He is so-burdened. by‘the sin and thinks that heshould.punish

theIf‘based on Puritan custom. He plles fh‘e bloody scourge on his own
\j" .,\\‘,Qx‘

shoulder to pdt off evil and find an enllghtment He' Want rise the Puritan soul

.‘,t 4 \_"1,’
’l r

through that kind of sacrament. It shows that the sin and the hypocrisy produce

a great sorrow that haunts his mind.
\ / > \ /

Additionally, in case of punishing himself, Dimmesdale keeps himself

in painHe rejects medical treatment offered\to’him since, in his opinion, it will

a1\
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be useless. He thl/nks he ‘will not get better and WI|| die soon.  He runs his

parochlal duties in weak and worse héalth condltlon
< ‘f.r '
fﬁ‘~“~I needno medicine,” said he - ;); Uiy,

But i)w could the young minister say sqi vyh‘eh with every successive
Sabbath his cheek ‘was paler and; thmner and his voice maore
tremulous than before—when it had now become a constant habit,
rathers«than a casual gesture, to press his hand over his heart? Was he
weary of his labours? Did| he wish to die? These questions were
solemnly propounded to Mr. Dlmmesdale by the elder ministers of
Boston, and-the deacons ofdhis church, who to-use-their own phrase,
"dealt with him,™on the sin,of rejecting the aid whichProvidence so

*’«manrfestly held out. He listenedih Silence, and finally promised to
cgn}‘qr with the physician. (Hawthorne 1994 83- -84).

) \ ) x

|

HetSays that he does not need help but'hls phy5|cal condition tells
somethlng different. He is getting worse day by day.and looks miserable iin

front of his iparishioner. The narration tells that Dimmesdale is continually put
| - | /

his hand over his heart.<Fhis action can be interpreted that Dimimesdale feels

the paln on h|s bosom as if the scarlet IetterA a shameful symbol, were there.

,l. ,t.

= =
FlnaIIy, Dlmmesdale accepts to be cured by the physwran just for the sake of
respectlng Purltan norm. The sin of rejecting God s fate is just the reason for

acceptlng tha cure./ \ /

] - | ’
In his sorrow-and objectionable life of hypocrisy, Dimmesdale.spends

his r‘ugﬁts in vigil. “Here he (Dlmmesdale)‘had‘studwd and written; here gone
-, j,' . ‘\"r\‘j

through fast a‘nd vigil, and come forth half alive; hére striven to pray; here,

,t \“1'

borne & hundred thousand agonies!” (Mellow, 1980 306) He stays alone in the

solemn nights to make introspection. In his vigils, he repents the mistake that
\ / > \ / >

tortures hint,evén:though he is aware for havirtg ‘no-power 'to purify it.

Moteover, it is very torturing for being haunted by the deceased relatives as|if

a1\
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they were pitying'/and condemning him. The spectérs off I/-I_ester and Pearl also

appear remlndlng him to the adulterysin.
\t\'

), N NoW'came the dead friends of his xou‘th santd his white-bearded father,

/ ‘wrth ‘a saint-like frown, and his mother turntng her face away as she

> passed by Ghost of a mother—thinnest fantasy of a mother—methinks

she might yet have thrown a pitying glance towards her son! And

now,-through the chamber which these spectral thoughts had made so

ghastly, glided Hester Prynne leading along little Pearl, in her scarlet

garb and’ pointing her forefinger, first at the Scarlet letter on her

bosom, and- then at the clergyman's own breast. (Hawthorne 1994: 84)

4y YiHis vigils and gloomy specters of:hisrelatives really disturb his peace
=N |
then’ Iead to' the more misery. He suffers from sotmnambullsm the act of

s< \',
Ht’ ‘1’

walkrng ‘arolind | asleep, seen from his unconsciolis action of reaching the

scaffold. “Waﬁdng in the shadow of a dream, as it WEre, and perhaps actually

\ / > \ / x
under the influence of a species of somnambulism) Mr: Dimmesdale reached

the qut where, now so long since, Hester .,Prynnes had lived through her first

hous' o,f pﬁbftq lgnomlny” (Hawthorne, 1994 IOT) He stands on the scaffold

s :

as if hewere in wrllmg to confess. Yet, he jus doesma vain action since no ohe
presents there: “This feeble and most sensitive of spirits could do neither, yet
continually "idid ,c’me thing or another, which 'intertv()ined, in' the same

Inextrlcable knot, the agony of heaven- defymg guilt and vain repentance

\‘r \S\

(Hawthomei 1994 102). At the scaffold,- Dlmmesdale expresses his pain and

»

guilt by SHHeklng and crying out loud. It shoWs how great is his miserable
feeling and how torturing his sin and hypocrisy are. And thus, while standing
on the scaffold, inthis vain-show of expiation, Mr. Pimmesdale was overcome

with a great horror of mind, as'if the universe were gazing at-a-scarlet letter

Qr‘ "1 itr ‘/\
token on hrsjnaked breast, right over his hearts (Hayvthorne 1994: 102).
>3 3 .t >3 \ *\
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Finally,/t/he manifestation of7 his hypocrisy /resulting the internal

negatlve effect. He does not find pedce but despalr and guilt that I|ve his life.
\ty A

“Ins;nqerlty 41% a man’s own heart makesﬂ;l hl’S ‘enfoelments all that concerns
him, unreal‘;, so that his whole life must seéht, 1|ke a merely dramatic

representation”(Hawthorne in Mellow, 1980: 303).

\ / - \ p
| At | . /

B. The Purltan Soc1ety s Reaction to Arthur Dimmesdale’s

J\ ‘;Y 1/\

£ }‘\ j‘ ‘f HypocrLS)i«x jr %

“r

/ \‘

\rf

. The Puritan SOClety s Manner Before Dlmmesda’re s Revelation

The 'hypocrisy of reverend Arthur Dimmesdale not only affects him
but also inflhences/ the society he belongs to. His att,itudesf utteranees, and self-

image, deflnltely attract the society to give, therr feed back. Slnce hypocrlsy is

\ty A \Sy

an,act\ofnprétendmg to be different fromzwhat one/ neally is, what the society

}

sees frgm a‘hypocrlte is his fake image. They,dd”rtgt‘ regard the real side of a
hypocrite simply because they do not know the truth«that is not revealed yet.

So, the society’s/ manner to Dimmesdale’s hyp()crisy,/is meant) to be the

soc1ety S attltude of the Visible acts of Dimmesdale shown to the public. Their
J\ ‘/\

<

)
manne{ can jbe seen through the way they rudge lemmesdaIe as a Puritan
>N nt ;\ -t

tttt

,)4 _.I4 |

self image, par/ochial life, and relationship Wlth societ)//r.‘

Arthur Dimmesdale manifests his hypocrisy by building a good image
] /

| A

as a Puritan'CIeré‘)rmanv He hides his evil side and ‘pe‘r—forms behavior of

obeylng Pur}tan norms and culture. Therefdre SOC}ety views him as a godly
)\"\' .r = j". lf

\tf‘L \rf* A
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Clergyman h"aving'/a wide religious knowledge to gutde the/m into betterment. In
the begmnlng of the story, there is & scene When the maglstrates of Puritan
Newahgtanﬁ Pppear to punish Hester on th;; st:effol/dr dealmg with her adultery
sin. People see that “The magistrates are God:= J‘earmg gentlement but merciful
overmuch, --that is a truth,” (Hawthorne, 1994: 36):' It has been elucidated
before that the soctal prestige of clergymen are judQed hlgh The priest and the

minister has even much higher prestige. “They were, doubt|ess good men, just

h! T
and sage Itjwould not have been easy to select the/same number of wise and
= "’ .2 NS 7

V|rtuous peKSons who should he less capable of‘srttmg in judgment... and
disentangling ‘its mesh of good and evil, than the sages of rigid aspect...”

(Hawthorne; 1994: 45). Dimmesdale is included to the/group of honorable
| Z 4 | /

magistrates and minister§*of Paritan in Boston Therefore no-one doubts his

EC N
takmg over problems of the members of - the fown who become his

,: - (‘ ‘v;‘,‘ “

parishioners. The society never questions his capablllty

He, has a good reputation in front of souety and other ministers of
t ’ l ’

Puritan in Boston. It is-traced by.the manner of society who put high respect‘on

hlm‘rl-re‘ster even makes him sure by sayn‘»g “the people reverence thee,”
= j 2\
=\ ‘k VR A

Dlmmesdale \rNhen Dimmesdale complams about JthS miserable life. When
\u’ > ttf / \

Dlmmesdale appears on the scaffold as Hester s clergyman which is the
beginning of his hypocrisy, the multitude adore him and talk about his fame,
\ / > \ / >

They consider Dimmesdale to be very kind in‘trea’ting Hester who has

disg-taG’ed the Puritans with her adultery sin;;iy vy
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Be3|des( Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale also gets a good acceptance
frorn other ministers. They keep a good relatronsh|p with him and even view
him, ;s ene éﬁ potentlal ministers of the tevyn The W?y reverend John Wilson
and Governpr Belllngham address him showé‘,thepr respect and close
relationship. Moreover, they both support Dimmesdale by stating his good
position and repu’tatlon John Wilson says “I ha*ve strﬁ/en with)my young

brother here, under whose preaching,of the Word you have been privileged ito

\k‘ Vi \' "\
J
Sit” (Hawthqme 1994: 45). He calls Dlmmesdale a godly youth who delivers
. A

God’s‘words to society. Additionally, Govemor Bellmgham trusts him to take

a duty of keeping people on the right track. "Good Master Dimmesdale," said

he, "the responsibility of this woman's soul lies greatly with you. It behoves
| o4 | Z

you; therefore, to exhortther to repentance and to confession; 4§ a proof and

conséquence thereof " (Hawthorne, 1994: 46) Here his existence as “Father”

..... j ]
) 553 ‘ )l. x -
is admltted,and trusted : Yy
,: g ( Av'x‘r 14
The attitude of the society upon Dlmmesdale is also influenced by

Dimmsdale’s attm}de in running his parochial duty.‘ In the novel, it is told that
| S. 7 : '

|2 4 =
Dimmesdale is someonewho devoteshimself entirely-to God. Dufing his seven

year?§ of' hypocrisy, Dimmesdale performs?hir’h’self as a good clergyman with
/’-"‘v‘\‘ jr /':I\\% -/,-4

adorable eloddence His preaching can arise such splr{tual attraction “which, as
\ ll’ ’ \ Lf ’

many people said, affected them like the speech of an angel” (Hawthorne,
1994: 46). He/successfully attracts the sympathy of the society and puts aside
their negati\)e thih(dng of him. "7 : f/:»
;;j, Va“They deemed the young clergyxnans a miracle of holiness. They
fangled him the mouth-piece of Heaven N's /messages of wisdom, and

/////
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rebuke and love! In their eyes, the very ground/0n which he trod was

sanctified. The virgins.ef his'church grew pale around-him, vietims of
/,,a passion so imbued with religious, sentrment that they imagined it to
v

‘be all religion, and brought it opeﬁly, in therr white bosoms, as their

mosftrxacceptable sacrifice before the/ al‘taﬁ’ ( iawthorne 1994: 98).

,.T he socrety regards reverend Arthur: Drmmesdale for having earnest
willing in fulilling his duty as clergyman. In their eyes, Dimmesdale |is
ecompletely respori5|ble for) his eminence. He shOws th(at he has power to

accomplish the parochlal duty and serve people to surt therr sprrrfual needs. His

3 Y 3 Vi
=]

eloquencq IS N0 more questionable becausg. Ihey ﬁpsolutely believe that all
> = \ .\ > \ ’,.r :

words contatlned in his sermons are good mdeed *and that “the word out of

which the rnm}ster speaks is the word of God, reveale;l in the Bible” (Foerster,

1962: 8). On Sabbath day, Dimmesdale calls himself as.the worst sinner but his

| /s

congregationé do not take it as'self condemning Due to Purian tenet, they

belre{/e the 9oncept of depravity of man Which assefts human to be sinful and
RN \ RN
weak deser\zmg damnation. “Thus, many Purrtan preachers gave a picture to
E >

his congregatlon that they are hopelessly stuprd wickedly sinful, and

wretnevably| damned” (Crawford, 1953: 13). Therefore} people receive his

| / |
saying as learning that-Dimmesdale is'seriously teaching about.their belief. His

hypfbcrfs‘y indeed raises their sympathy in WthPl “they heard it all, and did but
‘1“~t‘\‘- AL = ‘\~'f\‘-

reverende hlm‘the more” (Hawthorne, 1994: 99) / \

r.u”*) / ~ :‘ \_ug,:““*v‘
Dlmmesdale s existence as a clergyman of /Puritan settlement in
ot ot
Boston is truly accepted and well liked remembering that he firstly comes with
\ / - \ / -

a great pastoralskill-and then applied. it on his new circhmstance. As the time

goes, by, Dimmesdale’s physical conditiort@_\ynluckily gets weaker and worse.
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Regarding hrIS track record of clerical life, people clalm/tfrat their clergyman S

ilIness,i is caused by his hard work in preachrpg
Yy Y )L

27 “\Th’ea aleness of the young mrnlsters cheekrwas accounted for by his
7 100:e¢ rhest devotion to study, his scrupulous fulfilment of parochial
,,duty and more than all, to the fasts-and“¥igils of which he made a
frequent practice, in order to0 keep the grossness of this earthly state
from-elogging and obscuring his spiritual lamp. Some declared, that if
Mr. Dimmesdale were really going to die, it was cause enough that the
woﬂd was not ‘worthy to be any longer trbdden by his feet”

(Hawtorruar 1994 82). -=
Yy YiDimmesdale does fasting and keeps|in wigil for the purpose of erasing

Q ,/ 1 \\\ ,/
the guilty feel’ing for hiding his sin. Howe\?er the soclety is not aware of that

\u’ ;’ \ Hf .

real purpose for they see it as his efforts in keeprn{; and increasing his creed.

/ . '/ . . . LY . -
For them, “Mr. Dimmesdale was a true priest, a true religionist” who sacrifices

\ / 4 \ / -
his life in God’s way “without aiming at the stage-effect of what is called

miraculqus interposition” (Hawthorne, 199,4: 83-84). It becomes mare

conymcm‘g to pee that Dimmesdale even neyer quTts ms prrestly activity though

\u “,1 }

Wl o

he is physmally paler and weaker. 7AW

Dimmesdale is already successful in forming a respectful image of a
clergyman. The so/ciety admits his superiority and follows/his taught by aiming
to be @ good puritan. “In thelr eyes, the Very ground on Wthh he trod 1is

Vi \sy

sanctlﬁed\’ (JHawthorne 1994: 98). Drmmesdalagét? the society’s sympathy

\‘y

and respecf ‘r;\ien when his condition is gettmg, Wogsé “He wins it, indeed, in
great part, by his sorrows” (Hawthorne, 1994: 97). The people looked, with an
unshaken hope, to’see the-minister come forth out ‘of the‘conflict transfigured

with the glory Wthh he would unquestlonably win.’ (Hawthorne 1994:°88).

‘TR | | ‘) LY
| X\
Sy | 1% )
BRI, )

e 2 - > 57

f | \,l' r A | R l x

/S \/
7/ w ‘,,v""‘ 14
A ~
\ / \ /



N Vi W W
Sy | L% Y ) 1%
— j;‘(,,‘\: /,,. " /f)“ \\\% -/,‘4 y
B \’.,r r TALQY e 59
,“ ”_:: ,r ‘. ‘\i(*' '. .‘
-t A ~(', — [3
> ot

Pedple in'/ghe town’ think that Reverend A:lrthup‘/[zi»mmesdale will die

soop. e will leave them and conie to he yen enjoying the result of His
| W =S

o Sy

saerifigfe"»sn /e?r,th. The society never thinks T;hat\thé{xdpcrease of Dimmesdale
conditipn"“i':'é;,bé’luéed by his sorrow of hiding aduitél;ysm They value it as his
earnest work se'that Dimmesdale’s death will be sanctified.

“The aged members of his floek, beholding Mr./Dimmesdale's frame
o) feeble,—whi_le they weresthemselves so rugged-in their infirmity,
believed that he-would go heavenward before them, and enjoined, it
4y ¥iupon their children that their old bonesishould be buried close to their
<\ young pastor's holy grave” (Hawthorne, 1994 98).
NN 7 T AT

The narration above proves how the_sagigty honors him and always
’' A .{l' ""‘ '(" |

remembers his, contributions in enlightening them. Dimmesdale is accepted as

a good person whese death. should be treated well, He must get a.good grave

| ’ |

among other'pfidr“rﬁinisters and*honorable Puritans; Their »appreciation is big

3 Vi W W
in which they put their hope to be buried close to the minister’s holy grave. It
= A Qs o VA T

, l\ }“ o) 1 r 'I - ) ) ‘ ] x "
may become-pride to be closed with their ador'abl,ei.,rti.ir,]isters.
o VA o VA
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Dimmesdale, once more, shows his Superiority in the Election Day.
His last sermon'is /considered the greatest and the most aff/ective by his hearers.
'] s’ y ‘l rd 4

“According’ to-their united, testimony, never had man spoken in so wise, ‘S0

higﬁ,v aﬁu so holy a spirit, as he that spaké?vthfié day; nor had inspiration ever ) 2

N

x

- 1 f \:\ «‘."‘\" A - = \; '\..'“‘" 4 “ "
brea”[héd,,, through mortal lips -more Evideptly'x than it did through
Wiy A e |
,:' A - “‘{:. ,,:J ;= " ‘
his”(Hawthorne, 1994: 170). His sermon brings jthem to the deeper
ot ot
appreciation on Dimmesdale. Dimmesdale opens their hearts to receive more
\ / - \ / =

lessons and lSpirit/uq':tl»strbength. “He sto0d, at this moment, on the very proudest

emi@gme of superiority, to which the giﬁ;§ oryintellect, rich lore, prevailing
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eloquence, and areputation of whitest sanctity, could exalt a clergyman in New

England's earliest days, when the professiqna,! character was of itself a lofty
Sy Y )1

pedgsta}” (Hé\{vthome 1994: 170). 29 ‘:‘ A
. The Puntaﬁ Soclety’s Reaction to Dlmmesda,le After HIS Revelation
After-seven years of hypocrisy, Dimmesdale+feels so tortured by this

and has no power/to continue it. His weak conditioh makés him aware that his

death is gettlng closer He then decided to reveal |t in the Election Day. The
3 Vi VTR S
=]
Electlon Day is a great day which is Walted by all people in the town. In that
. ‘ A »"\ A

great day,\ AEIlmmesdaIe gets a chance to glve an eleiction sermon that becomes
his most impressive sermon. Everyone in the town cannot stop talking about

their clergyman’s/eloquence. In this euphoria, something surprising comes

| J ’

from Arthur Dlmmesdale He makes a confession of what somety neverthinks.

Vi

After glvmg the Election sermon, 'ArthuerlmmesdaIe in his weak
) y - N ,—4 y
SRS .

\
phy3|cal qondltlon goes to the scaffold, a shamefqlplace where Hester used to

lr"f'

\'r.

be humlllated for committing adultery sin seven years ago. His action makes

his surrounding su/rprlsed and wonder what the minister \/NI|| do there. On the

| / |
scaffold, Dimmesdale. then asks Hester and Pearl to come, with him.

Dintmés‘dale publicly asks his partner in a&ult"e‘ry and his illegitimate child to
"“~"\‘ =< “v‘\‘ il

stand Wrth H|h1 .on the scaffold. His action/is sIoWIy recognized to be his

tu* ’ \.n“~ ’
confess1on that he is Hester’s mysterious adultery partner
ot ot
“The crowd was in a tumult. The men of rank and dignity, who stood
more immediately-around the clergyman, \were so taken by surprise,
and so perplexed as to the. purport of what they saw—unable ;to
receive the explanation which most readily presented-itself, or to
Yy Viimagine any other—that they remained silent and inactive spectatars
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of |the - Judgement which | Providence seemed about ' to  wor
(Hawthorne, 1994:,173)

Every single person who is presen\h there has no idea to hear and see

1 \‘.L\ " e \‘,‘\r

the truth They are still in their doubt until Drmmesgia’le clarifies his confession

A

;.4 "u ;,4’ ‘f‘.
by utterance He thanks God for leading him there on the scaffold to reveal the
secret.
\ / > \ /
“Reverend—Mr. Dimmesdale turned to the dignified and venerable
rulers; to the holy ministers, who were his brethren; to"the people,
¥iwhose great heart was tharoughly “appalled yet overflowing with
tear,fql sympathy, as knowing that seme, deep. life-matter—which, if
full of 5in, was full of anguish and" repentant:e likewise—was now to
be [ald open to them. The sun, but little/gast its meridian, shone down
7 ‘upon the clergyman, and gave a distifictness to/his figure, as he stood
out from all the earth, to put in his plea of guilty at the bar of Eternal
Justice.” (Hawthorne, 1994: 174).
\ / \ / >
The ‘reaction of the society towards Dimmesdale’s confession lis

differeot from their manner seven years ago:mhen Hester was known as an
adulterer ”Kerwmg that their lovely cIergyman rs‘an érdulterer the society does
not humrllate h|m but gives him sympathy. The” trutrh does not raise hatred but
pity as Dimmesdale says “But there stood one in the midst of you, at whose
brand of sin end,ihjemy ye'have not shuddered!" CHavvthgrne, 1994: 174). In
his last breath he says the_tt he has broken G\od"s1 law-and hiddert_it lfor so long.

N\ A N\

Novgz, the-fre\/,ei';t[s it and believes that Godr;m}t_-forgi,ir;/e him. He also reminds

f s
J ~A J

peoplegthhtiijd one in this world is sinless. H__r's;"e‘éiirtg"‘reminds people to the
Puritan tenets.that all persons are born sinner. “The multitude, silent till then,
broke out in a strange, deep voice of awe and wonger, which could not as yet

find utterance, save in this murmur that rolled so heavily after-the departed

;‘. 4 \ \v;\ ‘/ ‘
sp1r1t” (Hawghorne, 1994: 176). eS|
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SeVieraI days after Dimmesdal¢’s confessmn the _society is still busy

with thelr perception of Arthur Dlmmesdale s sin and hypocrlsy Various
\‘Y ) \‘y (

omryohs arlée in the town. Most of them a;gu\? that. I\hey see a scarlet letter A
on Dlmmesdale s bosom like Hester’s. The othefs*state that the minister has
started his self«condemning since the first time Hesteruses it seven years ago.

There is also cléim that his physical condition becémes worse due to

Chllhngworth s evil. Others again and those best able to “appreciate the
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m|n|sters(\pecullar sensibility, and the Wonderful gperation of his spirit upon
o N 7 BN, 7

the body%spered their belief, that the awfu] s;lmbol was the effect of the
ever-active tooth of remorse, gnawing from the inmast/heart outwardly, and at

last manifesting Heaven's-dreadful judgment by the wvisible presence of the
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letter” (Hawthorne 1994 176). : v 3

\" Basjed on the opinions above, there® ?s no nngatwe opinion or statement
) =% A r _): - L
arises. Sqn;)e people who are present in Dlmmesglale s confession even state
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that there is no mark on Dimmesdale’s bosom The words he said before he
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dies make [?imme/sdale come out of the conflict of’ \adulte/ry. “Neither, by their
’ s/ | s 4
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report, had his dying quds acknowledged, nor even-remotely. _implied, any—

the Shghtest—connexmn on his part, wnh“ﬁhé ‘guilt for which Hester Prynne
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had " so ‘long {VOI‘H the scarlet letter.” (Hawthorne'r1994 177). During his
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lifetime, Dlmmesdale has made a lot of good deeds and it makes his death
ot _1
fantastic. The society sees that it is not the death of a sinner but a good person
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with sacrifice and great sorrow. Dimmesdale shows the Rufitans, who always

conslvden themselves as pure persons, that\tpey are all sinner. “It is to teach
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION

A. Conclusion

Having analyzed Dimmesdale as the main charcater of The Sacrlet Letter
by Nathaniel Hawthorne from the sociological point a view, the researcher found
the relationship between individuals and the society they belong to. There are
some social aspects related to his hypocrisy.

Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale is a hypocrite. His hypocrisy is described
through the manifestation, the cause, and effect of his hypocrisy. Dimmesdale’s
hypocrisy is manifested in his life as a clergyman of Puritan settlement in Boston.
He cheats the society for hiding his secret as a sinner under his social status as a
clergyman. He uses his respected position in society to play ironical acts to cover
his secret. He delivers ambiguous sermons and becomes a coward for hiding his
sin while Hester, his adultery partner, gets humiliated punishment. He does not
dare enough to confess his sin publicly. Yet, he convinces his surrounding about
his good image by doing good deeds so that people respect him much.

Arthur Dimmesdale becomes a hypocrite due to some causes. He is a
person with a high social status. He is a clergyman who lives in the Puritan
settlement which has strict aspects. Besides, he has wide knowledge of his belief
tenets and norms. Dimmesdale also has to play a very important role to guide his
congregation to the betterment. He cannot avoid the social expectation towards

him as their clergyman since the society adores and respects him very much. In
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other words, Dimmesdale is tightened to his social status and role as a Puritan
clergyman.

His hypocrisy then leads him to his miserable life. Instead of having an
enjoyable life, he gets great guilty feeling. His guilt is really torturing which then
makes his condition worse day by day. He suffers from somnambulism which in
one night brings him to the scaffold. Due to his guilt, Dimmesdale condemns
himself with fasting, vigils, and even self hurting. He also tries to reject the cure
offered by the governors since he thinks it will be useless. The guilty of
committing adultery and hypocrisy then results in his death.

The hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdale as a Puritan clergyman cannot be
separated from the Puritan society where he belongs to. Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy
is the action of pretending to be a sinless person while he is actually a sinner. The
society does not see his evil side before the secret is revealed. Thus, they keep
respecting their clergyman and adore his eloquence. They judge that the
clergyman has run his parochial duty earnestly and judge the minister’s weak
condition is caused by his hard work. They see Dimmesdale sacrifices his life for
fulfilling parochial duty so that his condition is getting worse.

After Dimmesdale reveals the truth that he is Hester’s partner in adultery,
the society keeps respecting him. Instead of resulting in negative treatment from
society, his confession rises sympathy. They consider Dimmesdale suffers from a
great sorrow for hiding the secret for a long time. They accept and even take
Dimmesdale’s hypocrisy and his confession as a lesson that everybody is born

sinner.
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B. Recommendation

The research about the hypocrisy of Arthur Dimmesdale as a Puritan
clergyman in the novel The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne was conducted
based on sociological approach. Regarding that there are many approaches which
can be applied in the field of literature, the researcher believes that the novel can
be explored deeper. Moreover The Scarlet Letter is a great novel containing many
aspects that can be analyzed from various points of view. For this reason, in
advancing literature mainstream, there are many possibilities acknowledging this
novel in many different subjects and approaches.

This research can be used as prior study about Arthur Dimmesdale, one of
the main characters in The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne to give basic

understanding to the related literary research.
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