
perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id

ENHANCING STUDENTS’ READING SKILL THROUGH 

TEAMS-GAMES-TOURNAMENT (TGT)

(AN ACTION RESEARCH AT THE SECOND GRADE OF SMP NEGERI 1 

KARANGPANDAN IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2013/2014) 

THESIS

Arranged by:

RIMAWATI SURYA NINGRUM

X2211039 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION FACULTY

SEBELAS MARET UNIVERSITY

SURAKARTA

2014



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id

PRONOUNCEMENT

This is to certify that I write this thesis entitled “Enhancing Students’ Reading 

Skill Through Teams-Games-Tournament (TGT) (An Action Research at The Second 

Grade of SMP Negeri 1 Karangpandan in The Academic Year 2013/2014)”. It is not 

plagiarism or made by others. Anything related to others’ work is written in 

quotation, the source of which is listed on the bibliography. If this pronouncement 

proves wrong in the while, I am ready to accept any academic punishment, including 

the withdrawal or cancelation on my academic degree. 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id

ENHANCING STUDENTS’ READING SKILL THROUGH 

TEAMS-GAMES-TOURNAMNET (TGT)

(AN ACTION RESEARCH AT THE SECOND GRADE OF SMP NEGERI 1 

KARANGPANDAN IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2013/2014) 

Arranged by:

RIMAWATI SURYA NINGRUM

X2211039 

THESIS

Submitted to Teacher Training and Education Faculty of SebelasMaret 

University to Fulfill One of the Requirements for Achieving the Undergraduate 

Degree of Education

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION FACULTY

SEBELAS MARET UNIVERSITY

SURAKARTA

2014



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id

THE APPROVAL OF THE CONSULTANTS

This thesis has been approved to be examined by the Board of Thesis 

Examiners of Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Sebelas Maret University 

Surakarta.



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id

THE APPROVAL OF THE EXAMINERS 

This thesis has been examined by the board of examiners of Teacher Training 

and Education Faculty, Sebelas Maret University, Surakarta, and has been accepted 

as a partial fulfillment of requirements for the Undergraduate Degree of English

Education. 

Day :

Date :



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id

ABSTRACT

Rimawati Surya Ningrum. X2211039. “ENHANCING STUDENTS’ 
READING SKILL THROUGH TEAMS-GAMES-TOURNAMENT (TGT)”
(ACTION RESEARCH AT THE SECOND GRADE OF SMP NEGERI 1 
KARANGPANDAN IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2013/2014)”. A Thesis.
Surakarta. Teacher Training and Education Faculty, SebelasMaret University, 2014.

This thesis is written 1) to show to what extent TGT improves the students’ 
motivation to read, 2) to show to what extent TGT improves the students’ reading 
skill, and 3) to show to what extent the strengths and weaknesses of TGT emerge in 
reading classes.

This action research was conducted in two cycles from July 26th until 
September 26th 2013 on the second grade of SMP Negeri 1 Karangpandan. This 
research consisted of several stages, including: planning the action, implementing the 
action, observing the action, reflecting the result of observation.

The research data were collected by doing interview, observation, taking 
questionnaire, making field note, taking photographs, taking testimony, and 
conducting tests (pre-test and post-test). After the data were gained, those were 
analyzed through organizing the data, coding the data, and reporting the outcomes. 
Meanwhile, the quantitative data were analyzed by calculating the mean score of pre-
test and post-test by using descriptive statistics.

This research finds that TGT improves the students’ reading skill since the 
students learn more than once, especially in learning how to comprehend explicit and 
implicit information, words meaning, and references. It is proven by the students’ 
comprehension ability on identifying the explicit and implicit information, words 
meaning and reference. The result of tests shows improvement, that is, the mean 
score increases from 50.16 in pre-test up to 70.39 in post-test 1, and up to 77.89 in 
post-test 2. Not only TGT improves that students’ reading skill, but also motivates the 
students to read. It is proven by the students pay attention when the teacher explains 
and they enjoy the game during TGT; and when TGT is applied there are strengths 
and weaknesses, including students became noisy, they tend to expresses their feeling 
when they are in tournament, but through that activity they become active and 
confident. Besides, when TGT was time consuming, so that the teacher neede to have 
an extra time got by exchanging schedule to another teacher.
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CHAPTER I

A. Background of the study

Reading is important; through reading people know many things. 

Through reading also, readers can actively operate their mind by identifying every 

symbol or word that they find. Lois (2008) argues that, reading is a habit of 

creative reader. It develops character, improves critical thinking, and allows the 

readers to have inner reflection. That idea supports that reading helps the readers 

to cooperate their eye and mind to analyze what actually written is on paper, wall,

street, et cetera. 

From the same article, most of Indonesian students are expected to excel 

in academic achievement. This includes English as a foreign language. However, 

Indonesian has not done enough to nurture the joy of reading among students. The 

same idea has been stated by UNESCO in Kumala (2013) states that in 2012, 

UNESCO surveyed that there is only one of one thousand Indonesian people who 

has reading interest. It shows that Indonesian has to increase their reading interest. 

Based on those ideas, Indonesian has low reading interest, especially in reading 

for foreign language; it becomes harder to encourage the students to read.

Regarding those ideas, the reading interest should be increased since the 

early age. In this case, Indonesian government designs an education curriculum 

which includes reading as one of skills that has to be improved. Unfortunately, the 

students’ reading interest is still low, especially in reading in English text. Even 

the activities in school have been designed to increase the students’ reading 

interest; it does not show a significant progress.  

Similar to that idea, Suaramerdeka.com on October 30th 2013, posted that 

minat baca anak-anak di Indonesia, dinilai sangat rendah bila dibandingkan 

dengan negara-negara tetangga di Asean lainnya. From that article, Indonesian 

children have low reading interest. It may be caused by the development of 


