
perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

i 
 

Existentialism in 

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf by Edward Albee 

 

 

 

THESIS 

 

Submitted as Partial Fulfillment of Requirements 

For the Sarjana Sastra Degree of the English Department 

Faculty of Cultural Science 

Sebelas Maret University 

 

By: 

Clara Ayu Paramitha 

C0310011 

 

English Department 

Faculty of Cultural Science 

Sebelas Maret University 

2016 

 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

2 
 

 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

4 
 

 

PRONOUNCEMENT 

 

Name  : Clara Ayu Paramitha 

NIM  : C0310011 

  

States wholeheartedly that the thesis entitled EXISTENTIALISM IN ‘WHO’S 

AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF’ BY EDWARD ALBEE is originally made 

by the researcher. It is neither a plagiarism nor made by others. The things related 

to other people’s works are written in quotation and included in bibliography. 

If it is later discovered and proven that this pronouncement is prevaricating, the 

researcher is ready to take on any consequences from English Department of 

Sebelas Maret University, including the withdrawal of the Degree. 

 

Surakarta, May 2016 

 

Clara Ayu Paramitha 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

5 
 

MOTTO 

 

 

There are no happy endings 

Endings are the saddest part 

So just give me a happy middle 

And a very happy start 

 

-Richard John Grayson 

 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

6 
 

DEDICATION 

 

 

 

For myself, 

and 

My beloved family 

 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

7 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

I would like to thank God for all of His blessings ever since I first drew 

breathe in this world. Thanks to Him, I managed to get an opportunity to finish 

this research. I would also like to express my deep gratitude to: 

1. Prof. Drs. Riyadi Santosa, M. Ed., Ph.D as the Dean of Faculty of Cultural 

Science, Sebelas Maret University. 

2. Agus Dwi Priyanto, S.S., M. CALL as my academic supervisor. I would 

like to thank you for your guidance in all these years I was a student in 

English Department. 

3. Prof. Drs. Mugijatna, M.Si, Ph.D as my thesis supervisor. Thank you for 

your guidance, patience and attention during the making of this thesis.  

4. My deepest gratitude goes to my mother for all of her love, patience and 

support through all these years, and for my father for his patience and 

understanding. I would like to thank my sisters as well, for their supports 

and love and for making my life more colorful. 

5. Thanks to my friends in English Department class of 2010. I know memory 

we created was not that much, but that moments will be always in my mind. 

See you guys in other time. 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

8 
 

6. My special thanks I give to Hana Christanti and Irena Putri. We have known 

each other since we were six and you guys are still there for me through all 

of the difficulties I found in live. 

7. And to B for being so supportive and understanding, for knowing when to 

give me space and when to give me support. It is impossible to finish this 

thesis without you. 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

9 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

THESIS APPROVAL .......................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

APPROVAL BOARD EXAMINERS ................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

PRONOUNCEMENT ....................................................................................................... 4 

MOTTO ............................................................................................................................. 5 

DEDICATION .................................................................................................................. 6 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................................ 7 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................. 9 

ABSTRACT ..................................................................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER I - INTRODUCTION ...................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

A. Research Background .....................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

B. Research Question ..........................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

C. Scope of Research ..........................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

D. Research Objective .........................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

E. Research Benefits ...........................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

F. Research Methodology ...................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1. Type of research .......................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2. Data ..........................................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

3. Technique of collecting data ....................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

4. Technique of analyzing data ....................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

G. Theoretical Approach .....................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

H. Thesis Organization ........................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER II – LITERATURE REVIEW ........................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

A. Existentialism as Philosophical Movement ....................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1. Søren Kierkegaard ...................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2. Friedrich Nietzsche ..................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

3. Martin Heidegger .....................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

4. Albert Camus ...........................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

5. Jean-Paul Sartre .......................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

B. Edward Albee’s Existentialist Stand ..............................Error! Bookmark not defined. 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

10 
 

CHAPTER III – EXISTENTIALISM IN WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF

 ............................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

A. The Characters’ Quests for Their Essences in the Abandoned World of Who’s Afraid 

of Virginia Woolf ............................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

B. The Characters’ Pain as the Result of Their Existence ..Error! Bookmark not defined. 

C. The Characters’ Anguish as Manifestation of Freedom .Error! Bookmark not defined. 

D. The Consequence of Choice in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf.. Error! Bookmark not 

defined. 

E. The Meaning of Death in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf .......... Error! Bookmark not 

defined. 

F. The Characters’ Search for Authenticity ........................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

G. George and Martha’s Despair .........................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER IV – CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION .. Error! Bookmark not 

defined. 

A. Conclusion ......................................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

B. Recommendation ............................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Bibliography ......................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

 



perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 

11 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

CLARA AYU PARAMITHA. C0310011. Existentialism in Who’s Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf by Edward Albee. Thesis.English Department, Faculty of Cultural 

Science, Sebelas Maret University. Surakarta. 2016. 

 This research intends to describe existentialism in Who’s Afraid of Virginia 

Woolf by Edward Albee.This research is a descriptive qualitative research which 

is done under the framework of English Literature limited to existentialism as one 

of areas of its study. This research takes Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf by 

Edward Albee as source of data. Some forms of its dialogues, sentences, phrases 

and words are taken as primary data. This inquiry is completed also with 

secondary data in the form ofany relevant information from books, journals and 

online sources. From the analysis, several elements of existentialism which can be 

found in the play are ‘Existence precedes Essence’, ‘Man creates himself’, pain of 

existing, anguish, choice, death, authenticity and despair. The characters were 

struggling to find the meaning of their existence. They struggled to make sense of 

their life and to invent themselves. The characters were aware that they 

experienced anguish and pain of existing. They were trying to find their 

authenticity. However, at the end of the play, none of the characters managed to 

reach an authentic being. Some of the characters felt that it was enough to live in 

the illusion, trapped in their ‘self-deception’ because it means that they did not 

have to face their existential pain. The other half of the characters, while 

managing to face their existential pain, were trapped in despair because of the 

uncertainty of the absurdity in their life. 

 

 

  

 

 


