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“For indeed, with every difficulty, there is relief. Indeed, with every difficulty, there is relief.”
(Quran 94:5-6)

“Victory comes with patience, relief with affliction, and ease with hardship”
–Prophet Muhammad– in Tirmidhi hadist

“Be the teacher of the world”
–Anonymous–

“I’d rather bend than break”
–Kim Kai–
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ABSTRACT

Putri Intan Nurhidayati R. C0313047. Auggie’s Life Struggles and His Character
Development in R.J. Palacio’s Wonder (A Structural Approach). Undergraduate Thesis.
Faculty of Cultural Sciences. Universitas Sebelas Maret.

This thesis employs structural analysis and discusses about the life struggles and character
development of the main character in R.J. Palacio’s novel Wonder. The data were divided into
the main and secondary data. The main data of the research were collected from the novel of R.J.
Palacio entitled Wonder. Meanwhile, the secondary data were taken from the related books,
articles, online references, and other academic writings.
The result of this research shows that every structural element in the novel cannot be separated
because these structures are related and build the entire story. Another result is that Auggie’s life
struggles impacted his character development. He struggled to be accepted by his new
schoolmates who found him strange because he had a different face compared to others. He
wanted them to treat him ordinary, by talking to him and playing with him. In the end of the
novel, Auggie succeeded it. Auggie became the popular boy who got a standing ovation from all
his schoolmates when he received the school’s special award of being kind. Everyone then
wanted to get close and be his friend. Auggie realized that even though he had a facial deformity,
people would accept him slowly. People only needed some time to get used to Auggie’s rare
facial condition. Another result of this research is Auggie’s changes throughout the story shows
that he had character development. Auggie developed his character from a shy, insecure,
alienated boy who had low self-esteem and anxiety and became a tough person who thought that
face did not matter, and attitude matter. Auggie successfully achieved his struggles to get
accepted by his schoolmates. Auggie became developed person after going through every
problem that he had to face in the novel.
Keywords: Structuralism, structural elements, novel, life struggle, character development,
R.J. Palacio’s Wonder.
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