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BLACK VICTIM, WHITE SAVIOR: THE CONSTRUCTION OF MYTH
OF WHITENESS IN THE BLIND SIDE MOVIE

Nurma Hardiyanti'
Dra. Susilorini, M.A?
ABSTRACT

2018. Thesis. Faculty of Cultural Studies. Sebelas Maret University.
ThIS research spesifically focuses on examlnlng the construction of myth of

artit es and @ebsite that provide the data

needed. N 1

This research ame of American Studies as it
employed interdisCiplinal ‘ ' apgliedgstheories and approaches
to earn the answer of t ’_: esearch qUESHONS; Wahneema Luhbiano’s theory about

an of African-American in western’s
cultural productlon and mterp studies by Amy Villarejo to analyze
the film and understand the meaning that the film tries to convey with the help of
Roland Barthes’ semiotics, especially in finding the myth of whiteness in the film.
Steve Garner’ theory of whiteness is also applied to find out how whiteness itself
is constructed in the film.

The analysis shows that the way blacks are constructed in the movie is through the
figurization of Michael Oher as a victim in which he is weak and needing a
helping hand to make him strong and Tuohy, as a white rich family is there to be
the savior who give exactly what Oher needs in order to achieve his dream. They
construct Tuohy family as an ideal and perfect family which emphasize how much
of a white savior film The Blind Side is.

Keywords: Black Victim, The Blind Side, White Savior Film, Myth of
Whiteness
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