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MOTTO 

 

“Do whatever you like, be consistent, and success will come naturally” 

Then, 

“Be happy, do not compare your achievements to others. Compare with what you 

achieved from yesterday” 

Khotimah Mahmudah 
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ABSTRACT 

Khotimah Mahmudah. S891702017. 2019. Developing Supplementary Material of 

Academic Writing Using MOOC as Platform for University Students. A Thesis. First 

Consultant: Dr. Ngadiso, M.Pd. Second Consultant: Dr. Nur Arifah Drajati, M.Pd. 

English Education Department, Graduate Program, Teacher Training and Education 

Faculty, Universitas Sebelas Maret. 

 

This research aims to: (1) investigate the quality of the existing academic 

writing materials used at an ‘Academic Writing’ class in one of universities in 

Surakarta, and (2) develop supplementary materials of academic writing by using 

MOOC as a platform for University Students at an ‘Academic Writing Class’ in one of 

Universities in Surakarta. 

This research uses a framework model of Design-Based Research (DBR) 

proposed by an expert. This framework model has four main stages: (1) Problem 

Analysis Phase which consists of literature review and initial investigation, (2) Solution 

Development Phase which consists of designing blueprint, prototype draft, and expert 

validation, and (3) Iterative Refinement or Iterative cycles consisting of explore, refine, 

and extend, and the last phase is (4) Reflection to produce design principles. 

The data of preliminary study showed that the weaknesses of existing materials 

and the students’ need in academic writing class were considered as a main reason to 

develop supplementary materials integrated with technology. Regarding to the data, 

the researcher developed two prototypes: module and MOOC. The prototypes also 

referred to the lecturer’s lesson plan, sources of authentic materials, and class 

condition. Then, the prototypes were validated by the two experts. The next step, the 

researcher tried out the integrated product in iterative cycle. The trials were followed 

by distributing the questionnaire and conducting the focus group discussion to pursue 

the feasibility of product.      

 

Keywords: Academic Writing Literacy, MOOC, Online Learning, Supplementary 

material. 

 

 

 

 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



viii 
 

ACKNOWLEGMENT 

 

All praise be to Allah, everything is possible. Salawat and salvation prayers are 

always given to the Great Prophet Muhammad, his family and friends of the Prophet. 

This thesis would absolutely never be easy without God's grace and love and help from 

many parties so that the researcher would like to say thank to: 

1. Her beloved parents for their endless supports and prayers, 

2. Prof. Dr. Joko Nurkamto, as the Dean of Teacher Training and Education Faculty, 

3. Dr. Ngadiso, M.Pd., as the Head of English Department of Graduate School and 

as her first thesis consultant as well, for the knowledge and guidance given during 

her graduate study, 

4. Dr. Nur Arifah Drajati, M.Pd., as her second thesis consultant, for the very friendly 

hospitality, and for giving great ideas in the process of finishing this thesis, 

5. Dr. Sumardi, M.Hum. and Mulyadi, S.Sn, M.Ds for their constructive feedback 

and wonderful encouragement, 

6. All lecturers as the members of the board of examiners for their great comments 

and suggestions, 

7. All graduate students in Academic Writing class in the academic year of 

2018/2019 for their kindness and warm welcome as the participants in this 

research, 

8. Her Classmates in the academic year of 2017/2018 for wonderful journey in 

finishing the study.  

9. All friends who help her during finishing this thesis, especially for LPDP Squad: 

Aan Khosihan, Badi’atul Azmina, Henni Riyanti, Imam Hasan, Rochman Hadi 

M., and Widy Anggraini.  

10. Endowment Fund for Education (LPDP RI) which is being a sponsor and giving a 

chance to her to carry out the research. 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

COVER ………………………………………………………………………….. i 

APPROVAL …………………………………………………………………….. ii 

LEGITIMATION ………………………………………………………………. iii 

PRONOUNCEMENT …………………………………………………………... iv 

MOTTO …………………………………………………………………………. v 

DEDICATION ………………………………………………………………….. vi 

ABSTRACT ……………………………………………………………………... vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ……………………………………………………… viii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ………………………………………………………… ix 

LIST OF TABLES ……………………………………………………………… xii 

LIST OF FIGURES …………………………………………………………….. xiii 

LIST OF ABREVIATION ……………………………………………………... xiv 

LIST OF APPENDICES ……………………………………………………….. xv 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study ......................................................... 1 

B. Statement of the Problem ........................................................ 6 

C. Statement of the Objectives ..................................................... 6 

D. The Benefit of the Study.......................................................... 7 

 

CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. The Nature of Writing ………………………………………. 8 

1. Writing in Higher Education……………………………... 8 

2. The Types of Writing Form for Academic Writing Class... 9 

3. The Types of Task for Evaluating Writing …..…….……. 10 

4. Micro-skill and Macro-skill for Writing ………………… 12 

5. The Indicators of Writing ………………………………... 13 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



x 
 

B. The Notion of Academic Writing …………………………... 14 

1. The Definitions and Types of Academic Writing ……….. 14 

2. The Problem in Academic Writing ………………………. 16 

C. Developing Materials for Academic Writing ……………….. 16 

1. Modifying Writing Textbooks ………………………….. 16 

2. Designing Materials for the Academic Writing Class…… 17 

3. The Criteria of Good Materials for Academic Writing 

Class…………………………………………………...... 17 

D. Material Development in Web 2.0 ………….. ....................... 19 

1. Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) ……….. 19 

2. The Criteria for CALL Material Development …………. 20 

3. Online Learning Platform……………………………….. 21 

4. Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) ……………… 23 

E. Previous Study of MOOC …………………………………. . 25 

 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design  ..................................................................... 27 

B. Research Subject  .................................................................... 28 

C. Research Setting …. ................................................................ 28 

D. Research Procedure  ................................................................ 28 

 

CHAPTER IV: RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

A. Findings ……………………………………………………… 38 

1. Problem Analysis Phase …………………………………. 38 

a. Field Study ……………………………………………. 38 

b. The Sources in Developing the Prototype ……………. 41 

c. The Quality of the Existing Material and Need  

Analysis……………………………………………… .. 42 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



xi 
 

2. Solution Development Phase …………………………….. 49 

a. Preparing the blueprint ……………………………….. . 49 

b. Designing the prototype ……………………………….. 53  

c. Validating the prototype ………………………………. 55 

3. Iterative Refinement …………………………………….. . 58 

a. Try Out 1 ……………………………………………... 58 

b. Try Out 2 ……………………………………………... 73 

4. Reflection ………………………………………………... 81 

B. Discussion ………………………………………………….… 84 

1. The Quality of the Existing Academic Writing Material … 84 

2. Developing Supplementary Materials of Academic Writing 

integrated with Web-MOOC as Platform …....................... 85 

 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

A. Conclusions …………………………………………………... 88 

B. Implications ………………………………………………….. 90 

C. Suggestions …………………………………………………... 91 

REFERENCE …………………………………………………………………... 93 

APPENDICES ………………………………………………………………….. 97 

 

 

 

 

 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



xii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Tables  Page 

Table 2.1. Examples of Genre of Writing ………………………………………... 10 

Table 2.2. An Example of Language Components in a Simple Writing Task …... 11 

Table 2.3. Indicators of Writing Skill ……………………………………………. 14 

Table 3.1. Schedule of Research Planning ………………………………………. 28 

Table 3.2. Judgment Criteria …………………………………………………….. 34 

Table 4.1. The Weaknesses of the Existing Materials …………………………… 43 

Table 4.2. The Existing Material related to Indicators of Writing ………………. 47 

Table 4.3. The Necessary of Supplementary Materials …………………………. 48 

Table 4.4. The Sample Blueprint of Academic Writing Module ………………… 50 

Table 4.5. The Needs for Designing the Website of MOOC ……………………. 52 

Table 4.6. The Sample of Learning Activities on Web-MOOC ………………… 54 

Table 4.7. Table of Specification (TOS) for Pre-test in Module 1.1 ……………. 54 

Table 4.8. The Result of Validation in Developing Academic Writing Module … 56 

Table 4.9. The Result of Validation in Developing Web-hosting of MOOC ……. 58 

Table 4.10. Table of Specification (TOS) for Post-test in Module 1.1 …………...65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



xiii 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figures  Page 

Figure 3.1. A Framework Model for Conducting Design-based Research ……… 29 

Figure 4.1. The Sample of Assessment 1 ………………………………………… 40 

Figure 4.2. The Sample of Assessment 2 ………………………………………… 40 

Figure 4.3. The Lowest Scores on Table 4.1 …………………………………….. 44 

Figure 4.4. The Middle Score on Table 4.1 ……………………………………… 44 

Figure 4.5. The Highest Score on Table 4.1 ……………………………………... 44 

Figure 4.6. The Sample of the Pre-test Activity …………………………………. 60 

Figure 4.7. The Sample Activity of Watching Video …………………………… 61 

Figure 4.8. The Sample Activity of Reading the Material ………………………. 62 

Figure 4.9. The Sample of an Instruction in Module 1.1 ………………………... 63 

Figure 4.10. The Sample of a Students’ Task in the Discussion Forum ………… 63 

Figure 4.11. The Sample of Peer-Feedback in the Discussion Forum ………….. . 64 

Figure 4.12. The Sample of the Post-Test Result ………………………………... 66 

Figure 4.13. The sample of the added links on MOOC ………………………….. 75 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



xiv 
 

LIST OF ABREVIATION 

 

1. CALL  : Computer-Assisted Language Learning 

2. ELT  : English Language Teaching 

3. FGD  : Focus Group Discussion 

4. MOOC : Massive Open Online Course 

5. TOS  : Table of Specification 

6. N1   : The First Participant on Questionnaire data 

7. Q1  : The First Item on Questionnaire data 

8. R  : The Researcher on Interview data 

9. P1  : The First Participant on Interview Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 



xv 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendices  Page 

Appendix 1 : The Observation Checklist ……………………………………… 97 

Appendix 2 : Rancangan Pembelajaran Semester (RPS) or Lesson Plan ……... 100 

Appendix 3 : A Questionnaire for Problem Analysis Phase …………………… 105 

Appendix 4 : The Result of a Questionnaire for Problem Analysis Phase …….. 108 

Appendix 5 : An Interview Guideline for Problem Analysis Phase …………… 110 

Appendix 6 : The Transcript of Interview for Problem Analysis Phase ……….. 112 

Appendix 7 : The Result of Validation for Solution Development Phase ……... 116 

Appendix 8 : The Questionnaire for Iterative Refinement Phase ……………… 123 

Appendix 9 : A Focus Group Discussion Guideline …………………………… 127 

Appendix 10 : The Result of a Questionnaire in Try-out 1 ……………………… 129 

Appendix 11 : The Result of a Questionnaire in Try-out 2 ……………………… 131 

Appendix 12  : The Transcript of Focus Group Discussion in Try-out 1 ………... 134 

Appendix 13 : The Transcript of Focus Group Discussion in Try-out 2 ………... 139 

Appendix 14 : The Front-Cover of Module ……………………………………... 144 

Appendix 15 : The Back-Cover of Module ……………………………………... 145 

Appendix 16 : The Sample of Module 1.1 ………………………………………. 146 

Appendix 17 : The Display of Web-MOOC as Online Platform ………………... 154 

Appendix 18 : A Guidance of Online Learning by Using MOOC ………………. 155 

Appendix 19 : The Letter of Research Permit …………………………………… 159 

 

 

perpustakaan.uns.ac.id digilib.uns.ac.id 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

commit to user 


