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THE STUDY OF POLITENESS STRATEGY ON SCHOOL OF ROCK 

MOVIE 

By: Roby Salmon Agasi 

 

ABSTRACT 

School of Rock is a movie in which the story follows the main character, 

Dewey Finn who has been fired from his band and attempts to start a new band 

and win a band competition. The journey starts when he works as a teacher in an 

elementary school with many talented students. The diversity of every character 

does not make them surrender to reach their dream to perform in the battle of the 

band competition.  

 This research design belongs to a qualitative research and employed a 

descriptive data analysis method. In the first step of the data collection, the 

researcher watched the School of Rock movie and reviewed the scripts of the 

movie as the primary data. Secondly, the researcher collected the data related to 

the topic of this research. Furthermore, the researcher applied the politeness 

strategy theory by Brown and Levinson in analyzing the data. Finally, the 

researcher drew the conclusion. 

Based on the analysis, it can be concluded that the characters of the movie 

tended to apply bald-on record (42 times) and positive politeness (79 times) rather 

than negative politeness (18 times) and off-record (11 times). These were based 

on the utterances performed by the characters in every context of the situation. It 

can also be implied that while performing politeness strategy the characters of the 

movie still consider the situation and hearer's face. It is all due to the positive 

politeness that occurred frequently in the movie. 

 

Keywords: Politeness Strategy, Face Thretening Acts, Brown Levinson. 
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THE STUDY OF POLITENESS STRATEGY ON SCHOOL OF ROCK 

MOVIE 

Oleh: Roby Salmon Agasi 

 

Abstrak 

 School of Rock merupakan film yang berkisah tentang Dewey Finn yang 

merupakan karakter utama, mengalami pemecatan dari bandnya dan memutuskan 

untuk membentuk band baru untuk memenangkan kompetisi band. Kisah dimulai 

ketika dia bekerja sebagai guru sekolah dasar yang memiliki segudang murid 

berbakat. Keberagaman karakter tidak menjadi halangan dalam meraih mimpi 

mereka untuk tampil di kompetisi band. 

 Desain penelitian ini tergolong dalam penelitian kualitatif dan menerapkan 

metode analisa diskriptif. Pada langkah pertama pengumpulan data, peneliti 

menonton film School of Rock dan mengulas skrip percakapan dalam film sebagai 

data primer. Langkah kedua, peneliti mengumpulkan data yang berkaitan dengan 

topik dari penelitian ini. Selanjutnya, peneliti menerapkan teori politeness strategy 

dari Brown dan Levinson dalam menganalisa data. Terakhir, peneliti dapat 

menarik kesimpulan. 

 Berdasarkan analisa, dapat disimpulkan bahwa para karakter dalam film 

ini lebih sering menerapkan bald-on record (42 kali) dan positive politeness (79 

dkali) daripada negative politeness (18 kali) and off-record (11 kali). Hal tersebut 

berdasarkan ucapan yang dilakukan oleh karakter dalam film di berbagai kontek 

situasi. Maka dari itu, dapat disimpulkan pula dalam penerapan politeness strategy 

para karakter tetap mempertimbangkan situasi dan  muka lawan bicaranya. Hal 

tersebut dibuktikan dari sering dipakainya positive politeness dalam film. 

 

Kata kunci: Politeness Strategy, Face Thretening Acts, Brown Levinson. 
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